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Check out Miami SWCD for Gift Giving Ideas!
What do you get the person who has everything, including
an afﬁnity for nature and good conservation practices?
Think outside the box, by looking into a gift like a bird
box! The Miami SWCD is pleased to offer Wildlife’s Choice
feeders and nesting boxes. Made locally and skillfully right
in Pleasant Hill, you’ll ﬁnd a variety of items on display and if
you don’t see what you like in the ofﬁce, a look through the
catalog and one quick phone call will get the item in no time.
Another suggestion might be a rain barrel to offset outside water usage in
the spring, summer and fall months. We offer barrels and a complete rain
barrel kit with easy to follow instructions for just $45. These
food grade barrels were donated by Dannon Yogurt and can
be painted to your preferred color with a recommended two
cans of Krylon Fusion spray paint.
Feel free to call with any questions or stop by our ofﬁce at
1330 N. County Road 25A and take a look!

Looking to January….
Keep an eye open for more information regarding our two $750
Miami SWCD/Larry Studebaker Memorial Scholarships…and
the 2016 Miami SWCD Annual Tree Seedling Sale. In January’s
Cooperator, we’ll include the tree order form with species available,
cost and information regarding what tree might work best for you!
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Scott Clark
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Wade Wilhelm
Diane Yingst

Upcoming
Events
DEC 4

Christmas on the Green DT Piqua

DEC 4-5

Tippecanoe Christmas in the Village,
Main Street Tipp City - All Day

DEC 5

Christmas at the Johnston Farm

DEC 5

An Evening of Lights at
Charleston Falls Preserve

6-9PM 773-9355
www.MainStreetPiqua.com

667-8631 www.TippChristmas.com

All Day, 9845 North Hardin Rd. Piqua, Oh
1-800-752-2619
www.JohnstonFarmOhio.com

6-9PM 2535 Ross Rd Tipp City
335-6273 www.MiamiCountyParks.com

DEC 5-6

39th Annual Holiday Open House
at Hayner Cultural Center
1-5PM 301 W. Main Street, Troy
339-0457 www.TroyHayner.org

DEC 6

A Celtic Tenors Christmas
@ Hobart Arena
3PM 255 Adams Street, Troy
339-2911 www.HobartArena.com

DEC 8

Miami SWCD Board of
Supervisors Meeting

8AM District ofﬁce, public welcome

DEC 20

Dog Social “Santa Clause Dogs”
@ Lost Creek Reserve
1-3PM 2385 E. St. Rt. 41, Troy.
335-6273, Ext. 109
www.MiamiCountyParks.com

DEC 21

First day of Winter

DEC 24-25 Miami SWCD ofﬁce closed for
Christmas Holiday.
JAN 1

World Race for Hope 5k

JAN 1

Happy New Year! Miami SWCD,
FSA and NRCS ofﬁces closed

10AM https://runsignup.com/Race/OH/
Troy/WorldRaceforHopeTroy
The race supports anti-trafﬁcking
organizations in the Dayton area and
around the world. The race will start
and ﬁnish at First Place Christian
Center in Downtown Troy.
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Continuing the talk about
STORMWATER

Water from rainfall, snowmelt or any large amounts
of water over impervious surfaces will move overland
to the nearest storm drain, ditch or creek. Pollutants
hitch a ride, entering waterways, possibly affecting
the way vegetation may curb erosion and your
drinking water and/or harming creatures living in and
around the stream.
Granted, it’s the city, town or township that salt
down the road. But here are a few tips for you to
consider during these winter months:
• Shovel snow before it turns to ice to limit the
need for deicing chemicals like rock salt you
apply to your sidewalk.
• Shovel snow onto non-paved surfaces such as
landscaped and/or grassy areas. As the snow
melts, it will soak into the ground rather than ﬂow
directly into a nearby stormdrain or stream.
• Sand and sawdust can be used as an
environmentally-friendly alternative to commonly
used salt products. Cracked corn has been
suggested as an alternative because animals
can eat it before it gets washed into the
stormdrains in the spring.
• After snowmelt, sweep up residues, including
sand, to prevent it from washing into stormdrains
and streams.
• Using the old fashioned approach of a shovel
means eliminating ice and snow without harmful
chemicals AND providing physical exercise.

Afﬁliate Member Drive
Be a part of The Cooperator!
The Miami Soil and Water Conservation District
is currently accepting Afﬁliate Memberships. As
an afﬁliate member, you’ll be helping to support
the Miami SWCD in the promotion of conservation
practices and education programs. Membership
cost is $25 per month for a 3½ by 1½ ad,
approximately the size of a business card. This
membership is tax deductible and your ad will be
published in the Cooperator Newsletter, a free
monthly publication. It’s currently received in over
2000 homes, and we’re continuing the option of
The Cooperator being received via e-mail, now
with over 350 individual addresses on that list.
If you’d like more information as to how to become
an Afﬁliate member, please contact Kristin by calling
335-7645 or stop by the District ofﬁce at 1330 N.
County Road 25A in Troy.

Dealer for
Piqua Pulverized Lime
AgroSoil Gypsum

High Calcium Lime 34%
Synthetic Gypsum
24% Ca 18% S

KUNTZ LIME LLC
Spreading Service since 1958
GPS VR Application
Michael R. Kuntz
8293 W. Falknor Rd.
Covington, OH 45318

937-473-5561
937-570-9203
KuntzLime@gmail.com
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KSD

KOVERMAN STALEY DICKERSON
INSURANCE
For 24 | 7 | 365 Insurance Services www.ksdins.com
Proudly Representing Buckeye Insurance Group

Reducing Holiday Waste

The

Provided by the Miami County
Sanitary Engineering

• Thousands of paper and plastic bags end up in
landﬁlls every year. Reduce the number of bags
thrown out by bringing cloth bags for holiday gift
shopping.
• Tell store clerks you don’t need a bag for small or
oversized purchases.
• Wrap gifts in recycled or reused wrapping paper or
funny papers. Also remember to save or recycle
used wrapping paper. Give gifts that don’t require
much packaging, such as concert tickets or gift
certiﬁcates.
• Send recycled-content greeting cards to reduce
the amount of virgin paper used during the holidays.
Remember to recycle any paper cards you receive.
You can also try sending electronic greeting cards
to reduce paper waste.
• About 40 percent of all battery sales occur during
the holiday season. Buy rechargeable batteries to
accompany your electronic gifts, and consider
giving a battery charger as well. Rechargeable
batteries reduce the amount of potentially harmful
materials thrown away, and can save money in the
long run.
• Turn off or unplug holiday lights during the day.
Doing so will not only save energy, but will also
help your lights last longer.
• Approximately 33 million live Christmas trees are
sold in North America every year. After the holidays,
look for ways to recycle your tree instead of sending
it to a landﬁll. Check with your community solid
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waste department and ﬁnd out if they collect and
mulch trees. Your town might be able to use
chippings from mulched trees for hiking trails and
beachfront erosion barriers.
To help prevent waste from cutting down and
disposing of live trees, you can buy a potted tree
and plant it after the holidays.
Have a create-your-own-decorations party!
Invite family and friends to create and use holiday
decorations such as ornaments made from old
greeting cards or cookie dough, garlands made
from strung popcorn or cranberries, wreaths made
from artiﬁcial greens and ﬂowers, and potpourri made
from kitchen spices such as cinnamon and cloves.
Consider the durability of a product before you buy
it as a gift. Cheaper, less durable items often wear
out quickly, creating waste and costing you money.
Be mindful of the packaging used for your gift. Is
an over-abundance of plastics used to contain what
could have used much less?
When buying gifts, check product labels to
determine an item’s recyclability and whether it
is made from recycled materials. Buying recycled
encourages manufacturers to make more recycledcontent products available.
And keep this in mind…After the holidays,
bring your cut tree to the Miami County
Transfer Station for free. The tree needs to
be free of ornaments, tinsel and lights. Trees
will be accepted until January 22, 2016.

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ANNOUNCES 2016 FUNDING
FOR LOCAL AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT PURCHASE PROGRAM
The Ohio Department of Agriculture has announced that 10 land trusts, three counties, one township and nine
Soil and Water Conservation Districts, including Miami Soil and Water Conservation District, has received funding
to help preserve farmland across the state. These organizations will receive allocations from the Clean Ohio Fund
to select, close and monitor easements under the Local Agricultural Easement Purchase Program (LAEPP).
The program allows landowners to voluntarily sell easements on their farms to the state of Ohio.
The easement requires the:
- Farm remain permanently in agriculture production
- Farm must be 40 acres or more
- Owners are actively engaged in farming
- Participation in the Current Agricultural Use Valuation program
- Owners demonstrate good stewardship of the land
- Owners have the support of their local government
- Farm DOES NOT lay directly in the path of development
- Landowners may use the proceeds of the easement in any way they wish, but most reinvest it in their farm operations.
Starting January 15th, 2016, LAEPP sponsor organizations will accept applications from Ohio landowners interested
in selling an agricultural easement on their farms. If you think you’d like to pursue this opportunity, please contact
Kreig Smail or Linda Raterman at Miami SWCD at 335-7645 or visit our ofﬁces at 1330 N. County Rd 25A, Troy.
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Just Drain It

Pullins Enterprises
GPS Grade Control

MENKE CONSULTING, INC.
6070 Routzong Road
Greenville, OH 45331
(937) 447-4225

menkeconsulting@menkeconsulting.net

Agronomic & Environmental Management Consulting Services

Y

Paul Pullins
12662 Shanley Rd.
Quincy, Ohio 43343
Home 937-362-2665
Fax
937-362-3878
E-mail cpullins@embarqmail.com
Mobile 937-539-0621
John Pullins
937-539-0386
Samuel Pullins
937-539-0370

CHWIETERMAN
NC. Since 1946 Drainage Solutions is Our Business
www.cys-inc.com

DOUG SCHWIETERMAN

4240 St. Rt. 49
Arcanum, OH 45304

Soil Sampling (Site Specific) - Crop & Soil Fertility Consulting
Manure & Nutrient Management - Regulatory Compliance
Soil, Plant, Water, Feed, Manure Analysis

Office: 937-548-3965
Fax: 937-548-4105
Mobile: 419-953-5727
Email: doug@cys-inc.com

Systematic Drainage • Excavating • Waterways
Sewage Systems • Conservation Projects

Contact independent consultants: Tom Menke, Kevin Otte or Marc Otte

To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternate
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202/720-2600 (voice and TDD).
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