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The

Newsletter

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternate 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202/720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources 
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.

   Another spring, 
another 1500+ tires out 
of the pollution stream!  
All combined, nearly 
1300 passenger tires, 
over 100 tractor tires 
and 125 semi/truck 
tires part of the mix that 
mingled with the cloudy 

skies and breezy conditions on April 16th at Miami County 
Fairgrounds during the 7th Miami SWCD Tire Recycling 
Day.  
 The small but mighty crew of 7 from Miami East FFA 
worked hard and happily and got tremendously dirty. 
They thoroughly earned their donuts, pizza and pop and, 
of course, the admiration and gratitude from the staff at 
Miami SWCD.   

Another Successful Tire Recycling Day!

Healthy Horses, Healthy Environment  
Horse Waste Management Workshop

Thursday, May 7th 5:45 - 9:00PM - Elizabeth Twp. Community Center & Reciprocity Farm

Learn Simple, Sustainable Actions
Celebrate Earth Action Month with the Miami County Park District and partners at this information 
packed “Horse Course” featuring....
  • Mud & manure management
  • Creating & maintaining a healthy pasture
  • Liability & insurance information 
  • Public horse trail availabilities
  • Available Programs & Opportunities

Registration Required
Miami Soil & Water Conservation District (937) 335-7645
Meet at Elizabeth Township Community Center (5760 Walnut Grove-Clark County Rd., Troy) 
Shuttle provided to and from Reciprocity Farm (less than a 10 minute ride). Bring a chair and your 
bug spray.
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 Other outstanding people and organizations to thank: 
Mrs. Marie Carity with the Miami East FFA program, Fred 
Green and the Miami County Ag Society, Jerry and Ben 
Kelbley with Kelbley Tire Recycling, Kreig Smail, and 
Travis Puckett with the Miami SWCD and the people who 
chose to dispose of their tires the right way!  
 The 2015 Spring Tire Recycling Day was made possible 
through support from a grant from the general fund of 
the Troy Foundation.  We hope to hold or assist in this 
event again in the fall so keep your eyes peeled for more 
information in The Cooperator Newsletter. STAY TUNED!



The

Newsletter Upcoming Events 
MAY 3- 31  Remembering Lincoln at the Hayner Center,  
 Troy - This exhibition will be featuring an array 
 of Lincoln memorabilia and artifacts from local 
 collectors, libraries, and museums.   
 937-339-0457 www.Troyhayner.org

MAY 7  Healthy Horse, Healthy Environment Workshop 
 (see story) 5:45PM-9PM Reciprocity Farm,  
 Gearhardt Road, Tipp City

MAY 8-9  Four Seasons Garden Club Flower & Plant
 Sale -  All Day Miami Valley Centre Mall 
 987 E Ash St, Piqua, Ohio 45356 - 773-1225 
 www.MiamiValleyCentreMall.com

MAY 12  Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors Meeting 
 8AM District offi ce Public Welcome (This
 meeting may be rescheduled dependent on
 weather relating to farming opportunities.)

MAY 16  Hug the Earth Festival 12PM – 5PM   
 9750 State Route 185 Covington, Ohio 45318 
 335-6273  www.MiamiCountyParks.com

MAY 25  Memorial Day Offi ce Closed

MAY 28  Piqua Community Farmers Market 3:30PM-
 7PM   Downtown Piqua 773-9355  
 www.piquafarmersmarket.com

MAY 29  Troy Streets Alive 
 Downtown Troy  
 5PM-9PM  339-5455
 www.TroyMainStreet.org

Wetland Wildlife Workshop - Saturday, June 27th, 2015
 A habitat workshop series is being offered to      
landowners wishing to improve wildlife habitat on their 
property.  The workshop series is sponsored by the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of 
Wildlife, Division of Forestry, Pheasants/Quail Forever, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, The Ohio 
State University Extension, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 
National Wild Turkey Federation and Ohio Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts. 

  The Wetland Wildlife Habitat Workshop is the latest 
in the series and will take place on Saturday, June 27th, 
2015 from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm in Miami County at the 
Upper Valley JVS which is located at 8811 Career Drive 
Piqua, OH 45356.  Participants will spend the fi rst half 
of the workshop indoors and the second half at the 
Willowbrook Environmental Education property wetlands 
to experience hands-on education in the fi eld with wildlife 
biologists and other professionals.  

 The purpose of the workshop series is to offer 
landowners and wildlife enthusiasts a well-rounded 

 You probably have planted all the trees you received 
from our annual tree seedling sale.  But there’s certainly 
still time to plant more, so here is a quick and easy “How 
to” for planting bare root trees to keep on hand. 
 It is best to plant bare-root trees immediately, in order 
to keep the fragile roots from drying out. If you can’t plant 
because of weather or soil conditions, store the trees in a 
cool place and keep the roots moist. 

1. Unpack tree and soak in water 3 to 6 hours. Do not plant 
with packing materials attached to roots, and do not allow 
roots to dry out.

2. Dig a hole, wider than seems necessary, so the roots 
can spread without crowding. Remove any grass within a 
three-foot circular area. To aid root growth, turn soil in an 
area up to 3 feet in diameter.

3. Plant the tree at the same depth it stood in the nursery, 
without crowding the roots. Partially fi ll the hole, fi rming the 
soil around the lower roots. Do not add soil amendments.

4. Shovel in the remaining soil. It should be fi rmly, but not 
tightly packed with your heel. Construct a water-holding 
basin around the tree. Give the tree plenty of water.

5. After the water has soaked in, place a 2-inch deep 
protective mulch area 3 feet in diameter around the base 
of the tree (but not touching the trunk).

6. Water the tree generously every week to 10 days during 
the fi rst year.  

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: The Miami SWCD Annual 
Tree Seeding Sale was a big success! Miami County 
alone sold 8,000 trees, groundcover and tablets in 
this yearly sale. All total, this offi ce delivered over 
25,000 trees to be planted in the 5 county area.  Thank 
you for your support!

How to Plant a Bare Root Tree

Just Drain It
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15th Annual Stillwater River 
Clean Up - June 19th

One of Ohio’s 11 state scenic rivers
Four Points of launch-Darke, Miami & Montgomery Counties.

FOR MORE INFORMATION about section leaders 
CONTACT: Linda Raterman at 335-7645 

SPACE IS LIMITED 
Pre-registration is required by June 12, 2015Gessaman’s Service LLC

Serving Miami County
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Looking Forward.. June 12th - Stillwater Education Float
This yearly event will once again leave from Webster in Darke County, 
stop off at a midpoint for an enlightening talk on one of our natural 
resources and lunch and then we’ll continue on down to our take out 
point in Miami County.   Partnering with the Miami County Park District, 
the Darke and Miami SWCDs work together to bring you an enjoyable 
morning and afternoon on the Stillwater River, a State Scenic River. 
Cost will be $5 for lunch. Registration is required by calling the Darke 
SWCD at 937/548-2410.

Your safety is our number one concern.  This can be 
a strenuous day and we have to trust that volunteers 
realize their own capabilities. We require all 
volunteers to dress properly for the weather and 
to wear appropriate shoes that cover toes and 
have a thick sole.  Old running shoes are ideal. If 
the section leader feels that your attire is not suitable, 
they may ask that you canoe another time.  A safety 
talk created by ODNR-Division of Watercraft on 
Boating Safety will be part of the morning preparation 
period.

Look for more 
information on this event 
in the June Cooperator 

Newsletter.

approach to managing their property to establish and 
maintain wildlife habitat.  This wetland workshop will focus 
on wetland wildlife, ecology, and habitat management and 
will include topics on wildlife and plant ID, wetland soils 
and hydrology, types of wetlands, and more.  Participants 
will get to learn from demonstrations and instruction from 
presenters.  

 This event is $10 per person and includes light breakfast 
refreshments, lunch, and a folder full of reference materials 
to take home.

 All participants must pre-register with the Darke Soil 
& Water Conservation District at (937) 548-2410.  The 
registration deadline for this workshop is June 19th.

For Further Information Contact:
Linda, Miami SWCD
(937) 335-7645
Or 
John Kaiser, ODNR
Division of Wildlife  
(937) 347-0938
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