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To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources 
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.
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Covington, OH 45318 

Michael R. Kuntz 937-473-5561 
937-570-9203 

KuntzLime@gmail.com

KUNTZ LIMELLC

BILL AND SHAUNA WILKINS NAMED MIAMI SWCD 2015 
COOPERATORS OF THE YEAR

 Driving south on 
25A out of Troy, past 
all the businesses 
and activity, I felt an 
immediate calmness 
and quiet as I made 
my way down the 
Wilkins’ shaded lane.  
 When Shauna Wilkins opened the door along with 
their two cattle dogs, Rocky and Willie, I complimented 
her home and she shared that the whole structure had 
undergone a complete transformation more than 20 years 
ago. She then pulled out a photo album that began a story 
of two very determined people with a lot of fortitude and 
friends who made this beautiful home emerge from what 
appeared to be no more than a shell of an old simple 
house from the 30’s. 
 And that leads us to Bill and Shauna being named 
2015 Miami SWCD Cooperators of the Year. The basic 
facts are these: Bill farms around 110 tillable acres 
using a 100% no-till rotation of beans and corn with the 
occasional rye, wheat and hay.  There’s also about 15 
acres of woodland that includes a pond.  They also live 
on a kind of island, mostly surrounded by city ditches.  
Bill has taken advantage of several programs, including 
enrolling in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), 
and the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) and 
about 9 acres in a program called CP-33.  Within CSP, 
he’s established a tree line and pollinator habitat, uses 
cover crops, slow release fertilizer and recycles oil. On 
his own, he’s built 30 foot buffer strips, and is redoing their 
pond and trying to eradicate the honeysuckle. 
 The deeper facts are these: Bill should not be here. 
Surviving a devastating spine injury in 1974 when a chain 

broke and a tractor fell on him, the doctors had predicted 
a fi ve year life expectancy.  Instead, within the now 
41 years and counting, Bill attended Ohio State, got 
involved with swimming  and weightlifting, took part 
in Ohio, Michigan and Indiana Wheelchair Olympics 
and marathons, got married to Shauna, moved to 
Utah, fell in love with the mountains and riding snow 
mobiles, boating and camping and got a degree in Ag 
Economics from Utah State University. Their son Ben 
was born in Utah.  Bill began his professional career in 
California where he worked for Farm Credit Services.  
Several years later, he transferred to Ohio to be close 
to his family farm and settled in Miami County. After 
20 years at Farm Credit, he and a former employee 
started Consolidated Appraisal Services Company in 
2003 that now employs 15 people.  
 Bill also works with AgrAbility, a National 
Organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life 
for farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural workers 

with disabilities, 
serving on the 
Ohio Advisory 
Board and was 
awarded the 
Spirit of Easter 
Seals Tristate 
Award in 2014.  
He also works 
with veterans 
suffering from 

PTSD and addiction to pain meds offering his 
experiences to help them recover from the ravages of 
war.  Locally, Bill’s served seven years on the Miami 

Continued on inside page...
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Newsletter Upcoming
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SEP 2  Ohio No-Till Field Day at Batdorf’s 
 Visit the Miami SWCD website at www.miamiswcd.org or  
 call the offi ce at 937/335-7645.
Now-SEP 18 Downtown Troy Farmers Market
 SATURDAYS 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
 Call 339-5455 or visit www.troymainstreet.org. 
SEP 5-7  Fort Rowdy Gathering-Covington
  All Day 937.473.5439 www.fortrowdy.org
SEP 8  Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors Meeting
 8AM District Offi ce Public Welcome
SEP 10-13  Lincoln Funeral Train Exhibit 
 $5.00 NOON-8PM  - The Funeral Train consists of a full- 
 size reproduction of an 1860s era steam railroad   
 locomotive and will be near the statue “Return   
 Visit”, a 30 ft. sculpture of Abraham Lincoln and Modern  
 Day Man, that has captured the attention of thousands  
 of people as they visit our courthouse square and historic  
 downtown. Children 12 & under will be admitted free.   
 There is no charge to view the exhibit from the outside.
 937-339-5455 or Katherine@troymainstreet.org.
SEP 12  Monarch Celebration Brukner Nature Center
 1-4PM 5995 Horseshoe Bend Rd., Troy Ohio 45373
  937-698-6493 www.BruknerNatureCenter.com
SEP 12  Wetland Workshop: Mercer County.  All participants must  
 pre-register with the Mercer Soil & Water Conservation  
 District at (419) 586-3289.  Registration deadline: 9/4 
 For Information Contact: Diana Malas, ODNR-Division of  
 Wildlife (937) 372-9261 Or
 John Kaiser, ODNR-Division of Wildlife (937) 203-7511
SEP 17 AG BREAKFAST
SEP 19-21 WACO Fly-In 9AM-4PM 
 1865 South County Road 25A Troy, Ohio 45373
 (937) 335-9226  www.wacoairmuseum.org
SEP 25-SEP 27 Tipp City Mum Festival 3rd Street Tipp City, Ohio
 All Day  www.TippCityMumFestival.org
OCT 3 Celebrate Fall at the Johnston Farm NOON- 5PM
 9845 N. Hardin Rd. Piqua, Ohio 937-773-2522 
 www.JohnstonFarmOhio.com

Gessaman’s Service LLC
Serving Miami County
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HOME | AUTOMOBILE | FARM COVINGTON | TROY | PIQUACounty Fair Board, belongs to 
the Miami County Farm Bureau, 
serving as president for two years. 
Closer to home, he’s been a 4-H 
advisor, Boy Scout merit badge 
teacher and high school band 
parent during the time his son Ben 
was active in these organizations. 
Bill and Shauna are members 
of the Fletcher United Methodist 
Church where Bill has served on 
several committees.
 Shauna’s story with Bill began when, as a nurses’ aid, 
she was caring for Bill’s brother after he was injured in a 
motorcycle accident and Bill came to visit. She was born 
in Utah, but they met here in Ohio and then traveled 
together. Along the way, they faced her fi ght with breast 
cancer, and she can now call herself a survivor and 
will return to work soon. She recalled the fun they had 
watching Ben and his friends enjoy the home and farm 
they spent years improving and their pride in their Eagle 
Scout Navy trained Petty Offi cer 1st Class son was quite 
evident.  Ben and his wife, Becca, are now stationed at 
Whidbey Island outside Seattle and they communicate 
often.  
 There’s so much more to this couple, and I regret 
that the volumes they deserve cannot be written down 
here.  We hope you had the chance to see the display 
at the Miami County Fair, or attended the Annual All Ag 
Meeting and Banquet held on August 27th at the  Lost 
Creek Memory Barn outside Casstown.

Stillwater - Miami County
Education Float

Friday, September 12th Indian Hills
4-H Camp, Pleasant Hill

THERE’S STILL TIME TO REGISTER!
 Enjoy a scenic, peaceful canoe 
trip down the beautiful Stillwater 
River, great information from 
knowledgeable speakers, and a 
delicious lunch, ALL FOR JUST 
$5!  Sounds like a good time! 
 Don’t delay in registering for this 
event on Friday, September 11th 
leaving  Indian Hills 4-H Camp in 
Pleasant Hill at 8:30AM, stopping 

midway at Penny Road and fl oating down to Fenner 
Road with an expected end time of about 2:00.  This 
event is hosted by Miami SWCD and canoes are 
generously donated by the Miami County Park District 
and ODNR-Division of Watercraft.
 The day will be fi lled with activities and canoeing.  
Participants will be able to see fi rsthand wildlife along 
the river, and speakers from ODNR Division of Wildlife 
are expected to attend.  A lunch will also be provided 
midway and, as mentioned, the fl oat should end 
approximately around 2:00PM. 
 Your $5 registration fee will pay for lunches and must 
accompany your registration.  The Miami SWCD offi ce 
at 1330 N. County Road 25A, Troy can accept your 
check or cash.  Space is limited to 50 registrations. 
Please call 335-7645 for more details about this great 
opportunity to fl oat the Stillwater River. 

The

Newsletter

This annual event 
will be held 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27TH!

WE’LL BE TAKING ORDERS 
OCTOBER 1ST THRU 

OCTOBER 23RD.  

Look for the order form in 
October’s Cooperator Newsletter 

or check online at 
www.miamiswcd.org. 

Once again, we’ll have bass, 
blue gill, catfi sh, perch, crappie, red 

ear shellcracker, minnow and 
white amur.  Stay tuned!
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