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Upcoming
Events 

APR 2 PF Annual Banquet at Fort Piqua Hotel
5:30M Call Terry Lavy at 606-4754

APR 9-10 Brukner Woodcarving & Art Show
12AM $4 Fairgrounds- 650 N CR 25A, Troy

APR 12 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors 
Meeting 8AM District offi ce, public welcome

APR 12-13 Tree Distribution at CEA-Fairgrounds
8AM-6PM (see story)

APR 21 MCPD Rain Barrel Workshop
6:30PM Lost Creek Preserve (see story)

APR 21 Celebrating Mark Twain
6:30PM   308 N Main St, Piqua
773-2522 or www.JohnstonFarmOhio.com

APR 28 Union Twp Rain Barrel Workshop
6:30PM Union Twp Offi ce (see story)

APR 29 Miami County Cattlemans Lunch on 
the Lawn
11AM-1PM Miami County Courthouse
Enjoy a delicious meal of either a rib-eye 
or sirloin! 

DON’T FORGET TO PICK UP YOUR TREES
Tree Pick Up dates:  April 12th & 13th from 8AM-6PM

Location: Conservation Education Area
Miami County Fairgrounds, Harrison Street Entrance.
If possible, please bring your own fi ve gallon bucket, 

boxes or container to transport your trees.

EXTRA TREES SOLD NO EARLIER THAN NOON APRIL 13TH.
Call 335-7645 with any questions.

Rain Barrel and Tree ID Workshop
Thursday, April 21st |  6:30PM-8:30

Lost Creek Reserve & Knoop Agricultural Center
 The Miami SWCD is once again partnering with the Miami County Park 
District to host a Rain Barrel workshop on April 21st at 6:30PM at the Lost 
Creek Reserve, 2385 E. State Route 41 east of Troy. 
 Celebrate Earth Day by learning how to build your own rain barrel. 
Participants will be able to take their rain barrel home that night.  Staff will 
be on hand to assist you in putting your barrel and kit together or you may 
take it home and do it yourself.  Cost for this class is $45 (includes rain barrel 
and kit). 
 And in honor of Arbor Day on April 29th, we’ll also include a brief Tree ID 
session.
 As of our printing date, there was still room but the class is limited to 25 
participants. Please register for the program by calling Miami SWCD at 
(937) 335-SOIL or emailing info@miamiswcd.org

Union Township Rain Barrel Workshop
Thursday, April 28th | 6:30PM-8:30PM

Union Township Offi ce | 9497 Markley Road, Laura
 If you can’t make the April 21st Rain Barrel Workshop, you’re welcome 
to take part in the Union Township Workshop scheduled to take place on 
Thursday, April 28th at the Union Township Offi ce/Garage.
 The workshop cost is $45 and includes your rain barrel kit and 55 gallon 
food grade barrel.   This workshop is limited to 25, so please understand that 
preference will be made to Union Township residents. 
 You may call Union Township for more information at 698-4480 or 
email uniontownship@frontier.com, but to register and pay the $45 
registration fee, please call Linda or Kristin with Miami SWCD at 
335-SOIL or email info@miamiswcd.org.

You know farming.We know farm financing.

Farm Credit offers loans, leases and crop insurance.

VERSAILLES OFFICE 
10539 Kley Road

Versailles, OH  45380
937-526-5705 | e-farmcredit.comFarm Credit Mid-America is an equal housing lender.
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Just Drain It

Pullins Enterprises
GPS Grade Control

Paul Pullins
12662 Shanley Rd.
Quincy, Ohio 43343
Home  937-362-2665
Fax     937-362-3878
E-mail cpullins@embarqmail.com
Mobile 937-539-0621

John Pullins
937-539-0386

Samuel Pullins
937-539-0370

Earth Day-April 22nd
Arbor Day-April 29th

Zing into Spring full Swing by 
doing your part in responsible 
Spring Cleaning and Stormwater 
Management!

• Dispose of any unused 
prescription or over the 
counter medication the right 
way! On April 30th, from 
8AM-Noon, drop off your 
items at the Miami County 
Transfer Station at NO 
CHARGE!

• Dispose of Household Hazardous Waste the right 
way! Every Wednesday through October, the Miami 
County Transfer Station will take your motor oil, paint, 
antifreeze, lawn products, cleaners, pesticides and 
other chemicals safely for only $1 a pound.  

• Dispose of your electronics the right way! Your 
computers, monitors and printers are accepted at the 
Miami County Transfer Station at the standard tip fee.

 (The Miami County Transfer Station is located at 
2200 N. County Road 25A, Troy. Call 440-5653 for 
more information!)

• Plant trees, shrubs and ground cover to help rainwater 
soak into the ground. Keep the soil covered; bare soil 
is the primary cause of erosion.  Mulch bare areas with 
straw, grass clippings, stones or wood chips.

• Redirect rain gutter downspouts into landscaped areas 
instead of onto paved surfaces such as driveways.  
Rain that falls onto paved areas wash pollutants into 
the storm drains that fl ow directly to rivers and streams.

• Consider growing clover in your lawn; it’s hardy, stands 
up to wear and produces nitrogen needed by other 
lawn grasses.  Plus, pollinators love ‘em!

One more thing regarding SPRING!
Leave Wildlife in the Wild

Submitted by Jasmine Grossnickle
Division of Wildlife Offi cer

 The spring season has arrived, and so too has the 
season for Ohioans to enjoy spotting young wildlife. Each 
year, Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) 
offi cials offer this simple advice, enjoy wildlife from a 
distance and leave young animals in the wild.
 Many adult wild animals will leave their young offspring 
alone while they forage for food, or to divert the attention of 
potential predators away from the more vulnerable young. 
When young animals are discovered with no adults in 
sight, the adult is often nearby waiting for people to leave 
the area before they retrieve their young.
 Most wild animals are raised by only one adult or are 
not tended to during the daylight hours. In the case of 
white-tailed deer, a doe will hide her young from predators 
by leaving it alone in a secluded spot, such as a grassy 
meadow or a fl ower bed. A hidden fawn has virtually no 
scent and when left alone is diffi cult for predators to fi nd. 
The doe will tend to the fawn or fawns several times each 
night.
 It is important to leave animals in the wild. If people 
disturb a nest, they should replace the young animals 
and the nest material as close to the original location as 
possible. It is a myth that wildlife parents will not tend to 
young because of human scent. 
 State and federal laws protect and regulate wildlife 
and endangered species in Ohio. Only licensed wildlife 
rehabilitators, working under special permits issued by 
the ODNR Division of Wildlife, may possess and care for 
native wild animals. These laws are in place for the benefi t 
of humans as well as wild animals. 
 To further protect young and vulnerable wild animals, 
keep pets under control so they do not raid nests and injure 
wild animals. Keep pets inoculated against parasites and 
diseases. 
 Check for nests before cutting down trees or clearing 
brush. It is best to cut trees and clear brush in the autumn 
when nesting season is over.
 Educate children to respect wildlife and their habitat, 
observing wildlife from a distance.
 Contact your local wildlife offi cial before taking action. 
Call 1-800-WILDLIFE or visit wildohio.com to be connected 
with the proper individuals.
 ODNR ensures a balance between wise use and 
protection of our natural resources for the benefi t of all. 
Visit the ODNR website at ohiodnr.gov. 

Welcome Melinda Lee to
Miami County Farm Bureau!

 Melinda Lee is a 2013 
graduate of The Ohio 
State University College 
of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences. She 
majored in Animal Sciences 
and Agribusiness. Melinda 
grew up in Cardington, Ohio 
on a beef, sheep, and grain 
farm. While in college she 
served as an Agricultural 
Ambassador for Ohio Farm 
Bureau at the Ohio State Fair. After graduation she 
worked at The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical 
Center and most recently for Aldermere Farm, a program 
of Maine Coast Heritage Trust, in Rockport, Maine. Her 
role at Aldermere involved planning and facilitating 
agricultural educational programs for members and the 
general public as well as working with youth involved in 
the farm’s 4-H program. Melinda is excited to be working 
with Ohio Farm Bureau and looks forward to working 
with Miami County Farm Bureau and the community. 
 Melinda would also like to invite you to take part 
in this great opportunity: 
 “Marketing: Branding and Social Media Strategy” 
will be offered April 5 in Wilmington. The workshop 
takes place 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  with experts sharing 
their strategies for growing businesses. A continental 
breakfast and lunch is included, along with a farm and 
food policy update and networking.
 The featured presenter is Marlene Eick, co-owner of 
Herdmark Media, and will include dynamic panelists 
Greg Lehman, co-owner of Watershed Distillery; 
Shannon Rodocker, founder of Remember Marketing 
LLC; and Quinton Keeran, director of communications 
for Ohio Pork Council.
 As a small business owner, the idea of marketing 
online can feel overwhelming. Eick will discuss 
websites, social media platforms, online content, blog 
posts and live video and will help attendees begin by 
considering their brand’s story and then creating a 
strategy to share it with a target market. Panelists will 
share their challenges and successes and offer insights 
that attendees can take to improve their business.
 Registration is $30 for Farm Bureau members and 
$50 for non-members, with special rates for group 
members of Ohio Farm Bureau. To register or for 
more information, visit ohiofarmandfood.org or contact 
any county Farm Bureau offi ce. Offi ce information is 
available at ofbf.org/counties.

Ag Breakfast Crowd learns the ins 
and outs of Farm Science Review

Matt Sullivan, Assistant Manager of the Farm Science 
Review, talks to the folks who joined us for Ag Breakfast 
at the Secretary’s Offi ce at the Miami County Fairgrounds 
on March 16th.  Matt spoke to the crowd of around 30 on 
all that has to happen to get the Farm Science Review off 
the ground and the success it’s been for so long! Thanks 
to Miami County Farm Bureau, Miami County Ag Society 
and OSU-Extension for a great morning!

Gessaman’s Service LLC
Serving Miami County
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