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John Gillfillan
January 23, 1928 -
November 10, 2016

Kindness, intelligence and humor
= shined bright in those big eyes of
= his. He always seemed to carry a
8 bit of a smile on his lips, too, like
& he was remembering a small joke
or recalling a pleasant memory.
And it seems to me that even if he
wanted to hide such traits, | don’t
believe he could, because he also seemed a man without guile. You got what
you saw and what you saw, well, the man exuded goodness. He really did.

He had opinions, and they may have differed from your own, but he
expressed them in a way that spoke of perspective, tolerance and humility;
characteristics that indicated he’d come by such opinions through experience,
or careful observation or had just come to know by living a long, well-lived
life. That long life began in 1928 with most of his youth more than a little
influenced by The Depression that carried through into his adulthood. His co-
workers marveled at his resourcefulness, frugality and ability to utilize every
last element from just about anything and make it work really, really, well.

John loved his family and especially kids, bringing big chocolate bars in for co-
worker’s children at Christmastime. He was active in his church and Grange,
and proud of his service to his country and his education at The Ohio State
University. But his love of farming and for the land was abundantly evident
and his commitment and devotion to the Miami Soil and Water Conservation
District could only be described as extraordinary. This office was lucky
enough to have him as Supervisor from 1970 to 1986. He then resigned from
the Board to become an employee from that point until he retired in 2009.
After that, we were delighted when he and his lovely and lively wife Norma
would stop by to visit. We know Norma, his devoted wife of 66 years, will
miss him terribly, but his last few years were rough ones and we hope she is,
like we are, comforted by the thought of him no longer being in pain.

Funeral arrangements for John were held November 19th with a Grange
Service and burial at Casstown Cemetery. Cards of sympathy may be sent
to Norma Gillfillan, at 6670 Alcony-Conover Rd; Conover, Ohio 45317.

So long John. It was so good to know you.

DEC 2 Christmas on the Green DT Piqua
6PM — 9PM 937-773-9355
www.MainStreetPiqua.com

DEC 3-JAN 1 Hayner Center presents Christmas
Legends 301 West Main Street, Troy 339-0457
www.troyhayner.org

DEC 3-4 Overfield Tavern Museum Yuletide Dinner
4:30 pm 201 E Water St, Troy (937) 335-4019

DEC 3 Brukner Nature Center’s Winter Arts & Crafts
Show 9AM-4PM 5995 Horseshoe Bend Rd. Troy, OH
45373 698-6493 www.BruknerNatureCenter.com

DEC 3 Tippecanoe Christmas in the Village
12PM-5PM Main Street Tipp City Ohio
937-667-8631 www. TippChristmas.com

DEC 6 Adult Exploration Hike w/ Miami County Park
District 9AM-11AM 10430 State Route 185 in Covington
(937) 335-6273, Ext. 109 www.MiamiCountyParks.com
DEC 7 The Texas Tenors @ Edison College
6:3PM-10PM 1973 Edison Dr, Piqua,

778-7805 or email: jslattery@edisonohio.edu

DEC 13 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors Meeting
8AM District Office Public Welcome

DEC 17 Movie at the Mayflower: White Christmas
3:30PM 9 West Main Street, Troy
552-5848 www.MayflowerArtsCenter.com

DEC 18 A Musical Christmas Card Concert @ St. Paul's
Church 3PM-4:15PM 500 N Downing St. Piqua

DEC 21 First day of Winter
DEC 25 Merry Christmas!

DEC 26 Miami SWCD & NRCS offices closed for
holiday

JAN 1 Happy New Year!

JAN 2 Miami SWCD & NRCS offices closed for holiday
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Winter Time Tips
Stormwater Management Information for
Miami County Residents

Excess salt and other de-icing chemicals can harm aquatic
life in our streams and impact drinking water supplies. This
winter, you can help by following these environmentally
friendly snow removal practices.

» Shovel snow before in turns to ice to limit the need for
de-icing chemicals like rock salt.

» Shovel snow onto non-paved surfaces such as
landscaped and/or grassy areas. As the snow melts, it will
soak into the ground rather than flow directly into nearby
stormdrains or streams.

» Sand and sawdust can be used as an environmentally
friendly alternative to commonly used salt products. Cracked
corn has been suggested as an alternative because animals
can eat it before it gets washed into the storm drains in the
spring.

» After snowmelt, sweep up residues, including sand, to
prevent it from washing into storm drains and streams.

» Using the old fashioned approach of a shovel means
eliminating ice and snow without harmful chemicals and with
all the added benefits of physical exercise!

Looking ahead to 2017!

Annual Tree Seedling Sale January - March 2017

Your 2017 Miami SWCD Annual Tree Seedling Sale order
form will be inserted in January’s Cooperator Newsletter.
You'll also be able to stop by and pick one up at the office or
go online to our website at: www.miamiswcd.org
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TWO $750 Miami SWCD Scholarships Available!

Applications will be accepted for the 2017 Miami SWCD
scholarships. Miami SWCD Supervisors have approved
the amount of two $750 Scholarships be made available to
Miami County students. Look for more details in January’s
Cooperator.

THE ORT0 STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF FOOD. AGRICULTURAL.
AMND FRVROMMENTAL SCIFNCES

From our friends at OSU-Extension Miami County
Miami County Master Gardener
Volunteer Training

THURSDAYS starting February 2 - March 30
8:30 A.M - 4:00 P.M at the Miami County

Extension Office

Don’t Delay! Enroll Today! Class size is limited!
Early Bird enrollment (before Dec 16, 2016) is $150
Open enroliment (Dec 16 - Jan 13, 2017) is $200

For more information contact Amanda Bennett
(937) 440-3945 + bennett.709@osu.edu

In case you were wondering...

During the recent Miami East Test Your Water and Soil Fair
held November 14th, the Miami East FFA kids received
41 water samples and 28 soil samples from across the
county. Soil samples were delivered to Brookside Labs in
New Bremen the next day.

Regarding the Cooperator Newsletter

Things will change slightly for the Newsletter. Starting in
2017, we'll be sending out our newsletter every other month
with 6 newsletters planned for the entire year. The anticipated
distribution will be January/February, March/April, May/June,
July/August, September/October and November/December.
Ads provided by our affiliate members will remain a part of
the publication. Occasionally, there may be a time sensitive
distribution via email or included on our Facebook page
found at Miami Soil and Water Conservation District. If you'd
like to receive the Cooperator Newsletter please give us a
call at 937/335-7645. We can send it to you via regular mail
or email. If you currently receive the newsletter by mail and
would like to receive it via email, just let us know! Our email
is info@miamiswcd.org.

You know farming.We know farm financing.

Farm Credit offers loans, leases and crop insurance.

VERSAILLES OFFICE

10539 Kley Road »
Versailles, OH 45380

937-526-5705 | e-farmcredit.com

&

farmcrepit

MID-AMERICA
Farm Credit Mid-America i



Miami SWCD once again sponsors
for 2017 Local Agricultural
Easement Purchase Program

Staff at the Miami Soil and Water Conservation District were
recently informed that the office has been selected to act as
a sponsor organization for the Local Agricultural Easement
Purchase Program (LAEPP).

This office will accept applications from Miami County
landowners interested in selling an agricultural easement
on their farms until FEBRUARY 15th, 2017. The easement
requires the farm remain permanently in agriculture production.
Selected farms must (be):

» 40 acres or more

» Actively engaged in farming

 Participate in the Current Agriculture Use Valuation

(CAUV) program

» Demonstrate good stewardship of the land

» Have the support of their local government and

* Not lay directly in the path of development

Landowners may use the proceeds of the easement in any
way they wish, but most reinvest it in their farm operations.

Funding for the program is derived from the Clean Ohio Fund,
approved by voters in 2008. When combined with easements
from all programs, 380 farms in 55 counties have collectively
preserved more than 63,000 acres in agricultural production.

If you're interested in this program, please don'’t hesitate to
contact either Kreig Smail or Linda Raterman at the Miami
SWCD office by stopping by 1330 N. County Road 25A, Troy
or calling us at 937/335-7645. Deadline for application will be
FEBRUARY 15th, 2017.
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Remember the Miami SWCD for
Holiday gift-giving!

Remember the Miami SWCD for gift-giving this holiday
season! Rain barrels kits and 55-gallon food grade barrels
are available for just $45. And FYI, the remaining supply
of our WILDLIFE’s CHOICE bird houses and feeders are
available. We'll no longer be offering these items after this
current collection has been sold.
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Paul Pullins

12662 Shanley Rd.

Quincy, Ohio 43343

Home 937-362-2665

Fax 937-362-3878

E-mail cpullins @ embargmail.com
Mobile 937-539-0621

John Pullins

Pullins Drainage 5975390365

Pullins Enterprises
GPS Grade Control

HOME | AUTOMOBILE | FARM COVINGTON | NEW CARLISLE
KSD PIQUA | TROY

KOVERMAN STALEY DICKERSON
INSURANCE

For 24 | 7 | 365 Insurance Services www.ksdins.com
Proudly Representing Buckeye Insurance Group

Samuel Pullins
937-539-0370

Harvest Land

YOUR
CERTIFIED
CROP
ADVISORS

Covington Ag Center
550 E. Broadway, P.O. Box 65
Covington, OH 45318
Tel: 937-473-2422 or 800-532-9102
Fax: 937-473-2210
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