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AT YOU HAVE ‘TIL MARCH 18TH TO
MM RSWED ORDER TREES & APPLY FOR

aNNUaL Tree SCHOLARSHIPS!
‘ * ‘ ’ 4 Order your 1-3 year old bare-root trees

using the enclosed order form before March
SeeD”m Sal_eé 18th and come April 12th and 13th, stop by
the Conservation Education Area at the Miami
County Fairgrounds to pick them up. We’ve got 31 different species to choose
from, including 2 ground covers and 5 perennials!

Tell your friends! For more order forms, stop by 1330 N. County Road 25A
Troy or go online to www.miamiswcd.org. Call 335-7645 with any questions!

AND...

Larry Studebaker Memorial/Miami SWCD
Scholarship

The Miami Soil and Water Conservation District is offering two $750 scholarship
awards for the purpose of continuing higher education at a two or four year
college or university.

QUALIFICATIONS —Applying students:

- Must be a Miami County, Ohio resident.

- Must be an Agriculture or Natural Resources major.

- Must be enrolled for Fall Quarter/Semester of 2016. 4
- MAY be a prior Miami SWCD scholarship recipient. -

CONDITIONS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP — The award will be used towards the
student’s tuition and fees and will be processed through the scholarship office
of the chosen school.

WHERE AND HOW TO APPLY — Send completed applications and transcripts
along with three (3) letters of recommendations from three (3) references listed
on the application form to: Miami SWCD Scholarship Committee, 1330
North County Road 25A; Suite C, Troy, Ohio 45373.

Deadline for applications and recommendations is

Friday, March 18, 2016. (Postmarked)

For applications, go online to www.miamiswcd.org or contact Kristin Lewber at
KLewber@miamiswcd.org. Call 335-7645 for more information.

Application & information received becomes the property of Miami Soil and
Water Conservation District and will be held in strict confidence.
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FEB5  First Friday Downtown
Chocolate Walk 8PM $15
Downtown Tipp City 667-0883
www.DowntownTippCity.org

FEB9 Miami SWCD Board of
Supervisors Meeting 8AM
District Office, Public Welcome

FEB 12 & 13 Valentine Dinner and a Show
6PM- 9PM Troy Hayner Cultural
Center 937-339-0457
www.TroyHayner.org

FEB 16 PRESIDENTS DAY Office
CLOSED

FEB 23 Pesticide Training LOCATION
CHANGE to EDISON COLLEGE
THEATRE, Piqua

FEB 26 Paint the Town Red -DT Troy
5PM-9PM (937) 339-5455
www. TroyMainStreet.org

FEB 27 Winter Warmer at the Indian
Creek Stillhouse 10AM—7PM
7095 Staley Road,

New Carlisle, OH 45344
937-846-1443
www.StaleyMillFarmandDistillery.com

MAR 3-6 Race Cars & Future Stars Expo
at Miami Valley Centre Mall Piqua
10PM -9PM 937-773-1225
www.MiamiValleyCentreMall.com
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NEWS FROM OUR
\OJ N RC FRIENDS AT NRCS

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
is a voluntary conservation program offered through
the Natural Resources Conservation Service that helps
agricultural producers protect the environment while
promoting agricultural production.

With EQIP, NRCS conservation experts provide
both technical and financial assistance to implement
environmentally beneficial conservation practices on
working agricultural land. Any eligible agricultural producer
can submit an EQIP application. To learn how to get
started with NRCS, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/getstarted.
For more information about the EQIP program, please
visit  http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/oh/
programs/financial/eqip/?cid=stelprdb1265774.

NRCS announces “cut-off’ or application submission
deadline dates to evaluate, rank, and approve applications
received by the announced date. For the EQIP General,
EQIP Wildlife and Special Initiatives sign ups (including
Honeybee Pollinator, Seasonal High Tunnel, and Organic),
the application deadline is February 19th.

The sign up deadline for funding for assistance with
the development of a Conservation Activity Plan (which
includes Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans,
Nutrient Management Plans, and Forestry Management
Plans) is April 15th.

Please call your local NRCS office at 937-335-1918 for
questions or to schedule an appointment to discuss an
application.

Is your SEPTIC SYSTEM healthy?

WARNING SIGNS

+ Areas in your lawn
remain moist at
dry times.

+ Areas show excess
grass/plant
growth.

+ Excess plant or
algae growth
along the shore-
line of any nearby
river, creek,
stream or ditch.

IF YOU SEE SIGNS OF FAILURE,
SCHEDULE AN INSPECTION AND
MAKE REPAIRS IMMEDIATELY!

Tris STORMWATER MESSAGE BrouGHT TO YOU BY BETHEL, ConcORD, MONROE & UNION
TOWNSHIPS. FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT HOW THIS AFFECTS YOU, CALL YOUR TOWNSHIP OFFICE.

‘@ia;;!;'

AG DRAINAGE ¢

Regan Bowman

Tile Installation
GPS Mapping
Tile Sales
Making Moisture Managable 937.533.7161
fax 937.473.5730

5171 Farrington Road
Covington, OH 45318

NEWS FROM OUR
FRIENDS AT FARM
SERVICE AGENCY

We are currently setting up appointments for ARC/PLC
2016 contracts. We completed 2014 and 2015 contracts
last year and there was a 2014 payment made on corn
base. You should receive a card with your appointment
within the next couple of months. We intend to complete
signup before planting begins this spring. If you have
ownership, operator changes, or changes to your bank
account please contact the office.
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FARM SERVICE AGENCY

Also there is currently a general CRP signup in progress
through February 26th. Although this is open to all types
of cover plantings, it is especially good for those who wish
to plant trees. Land needs to be cropland and owned for
more than one year. Participants selected will receive
50% cost share for planting cover and will receive an
annual rental payment for the contract period of between
10 and 15 years. For many wildlife centered practices and
waterways we can accept applications at any time. Phone
(937) 335-1918 for additional information.

WATER AND SOIL TESTING FAIR!
THURSDAY, MARCH 10th, 2016 | 4:30PM-6:30PM
MIAMI EAST HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA
3925 N. SR 589, Casstown
(Park in East Lot, Enter Door #14)

Opento all residents, the Miami East FFA program invites
you to take advantage of this free and confidential nitrate and
nitrite water screening and free soil testing. You'll also walk
away with lots of information courtesy of free publications
and guest speakers from the Master Gardeners program,
OSU-Extension Miami County and Miami Soil and Water
Conservation District. You'll also enjoy refreshments and
the kids will enjoy activities designed just for them!

If your home’s well is more than 40 years old and less
than 50 feet deep, you’re encouraged to bring a well water
sample to this free evening and within 30 minutes you’ll
know if further steps should be taken.

To collect your soil sample, contact the OSU Extension
office at 937-440-3945 or email Amanda Bennett at
bennet.709@osu.edu.

www.cys-inc.com
Office: 937-548-3965
Fax: 937-548-4105
Mobile: 419-953-5727
Email: doug@cys-inc.com

Systentatic Duainage « Excavating » Wateuvays
Sewage Systents - Consewation Puojects

DouG SCHWIETERMAN
4240 St. Rt. 49
Arcanum, OH 45304
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AG BREAKFASTII

WE’RE TRYING SOMETHING NEW

FOR THE SPRING AG BREAKFAST!
Join us at 8:30AM on March 16th for a slightly revamped AG
BREAKFAST to be held at the Miami County Fairgrounds
in Troy. A delicious breakfast is on us and by us, we mean
Miami County Farm Bureau, supported by Miami SWCD
and OSU-Extension Miami County!

Then at 9AM, you’ll hear from our guest speaker, Matt
Sullivan, Assistant Manager of the Farm Science Review.
The Farm Science Review is an annual event for the
agricultural community for Ohio and areas throughout the
US. There are endless opportunities for visitors to see the
latest technologies and trends in agriculture. Along with the
600 exhibitors, there are educational talks and displays from
OSU and Purdue Extension. FSR also provides the most
comprehensive field demonstrations and conservation
practices in the farm show industry. Matt’'s presentation
will focus on behind the scenes of the FSR and how it all
comes together for this huge 3-day event which will take
place this year September 20-22.

Space is limited, so please RSVP by March 11th by
calling 335-7645. We look forward to you joining us on
MARCH 16th at 8:30AM at the Miami County Fairgrounds
for the SPRING AG BREAKFAST.

MIAMI COUNTY

| LJ THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

r COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,

i AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES lAMlsou & WATER

2016 LOCAL AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT
PURCHASE PROGRAM (LAEPP)

Now through March 1st, 2016, the Miami SWCD will
accept applications from Ohio landowners interested in
selling an agricultural easement on their farms through
the Ohio Department of Agriculture Local Agricultural
Easement Purchase Program (LAEPP), made possible
from allocations from the Clean Ohio Fund.

The easement requires the:

* Farm remain permanently in agriculture production

* Farm must be 40 acres or more

* Owners are actively engaged in farming

 Participation in the Current Agricultural Use Valuation
program

* Owners demonstrate good stewardship of the land

* Owners have the support of their local government

* Farm DOES NOT lie directly in the path of development

» Landowners may use the proceeds of the easement

in any way they wish, but most reinvest it in their farm

operations.

If you think you'd like to pursue this opportunity, please
contact Kreig Smail or Linda Raterman at Miami SWCD at
335-7645 or visit our offices at 1330 N. County Rd 25A, Troy.

Cooperator

Newsletter

MIAMI COUNTY PHEASANTS FOREVER
Celebrate the Conservation Reserve
Program’s 30th Anniversary!
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is
currently accepting offers for CRP’s
General Sign-up. Sign-up deadline
is February 26th, 2016. This is a
PHEASANTS competitive ranking process for
WE' agricultural landowners to remove
Chapter 6761 cropland from production and enroll it
into a conservation practice to reduce
erosion, nutrient runoff and to create and maintain
wildlife habitat on the farm! If interested, please contact
your local county USDA Service Center, and speak with
the NRCS District Conservationist, Pheasants Forever
Farm Bill Biologist, or FSA Technician. Stop in today
and check on your eligibility to enroll in CRP!
ALSO:
The Miami County Chapter of Pheasants / Qualil
Forever, in cooperation with The Ohio Division of
Wildlife, is pleased to announce the 13th Annual John
D. Stull Youth Mentor Pheasant Hunt to be held from
9AM-4PM on February 27, 2016 at Stull Preserve 7670
E. Widener Rd, in New Carlisle.
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This event is free
for licensed vyouth
hunters ages 10-16.
The event includes
a habitat discussion,
safety refresher, clay
bird shooting, Iunch
and a live pheasant
hunt with experienced
guides and bird dogs. Registration material and more
information is available at www.miamicountypf.org. Pre-
registration is required by February 20th. Attendance is
limited to 50 youth hunters.

Dealer for
Piqua Pulverized Lime
AgroSoil Gypsum

High Calcium Lime 34%
Synthetic Gypsum
24% Ca 18% S

KUNTZ LIME -

Spreading Service since 1958
GPS VR Application

Michael R. Kuntz
8293 W. Falknor Rd.
Covington, OH 45318

937-473-5561
937-570-9203
KuntzLime@gmail.com
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