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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternate 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202/720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources 
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.

Upcoming Upcoming Events Events 
FARMERS MARKETS!
Piqua Community Farmers Market 
Thursdays 3PM-6PM. on High Street (in front of 
the Piqua Public Library) in downtown Piqua.
Cherry Street Farmer’s Market in Troy 
Saturdays 9AM-NOON at 301 S. Cherry St. Troy

AUG 8   Down a River, Down a Beer! DT Piqua
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm https://mainstreetpiqua.com

AUG 11 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors 
Meeting 6:30PM District offi ce. Public welcome

AUG 13 Rend Collective at Hobart Arena
7PM Rend Collective is an eclectic collective 
of multi-instrumentalists from the North of 
Ireland. www.hobartarena.com/events_
hobart_arena.aspx

AUG 14 Fridays on Prouty Concert with 
MojoFlo 7:30PM  https://www.troyhayner.org/

Aug 14-AUG 15 Miami Valley Music Fest 
Troy Eagles Campground  2252 Troy-Urbana 
Rd, Troy 

AUG 14-AUG 20 Miami County Fair 

AUG 20 JEREMY CAMP in CONCERT 
www.miamicountyohiofair.com

Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River - 2 
sections, Piqua and Troy, pulled out a total 
of 3.26 tons
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Miami County Ohio Farm Bureau

Our Century Together:
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OF OHIO FARM BUREAU 

You know farming.We know farm financing.

Farm Credit offers loans, leases and crop insurance.
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937-526-5705 | e-farmcredit.com Farm Credit Mid-America is an equal housing lender.
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“Don’t Guess...Soil Test”
Our Consultants:

7368 Indian Trail Road
Maria Stein, OH 45860

WE’LL SEE YOU AT THE FAIR!
The Miami Soil and Water Conservation District cordially invites you to visit our 
Conservation Education Area during the Miami County Fair, August 14-20! 

We’ll offer a location to safely sit and relax with ventilation and cooling fans to 
help with the heat as you enjoy the fair.  What our displays will look like are still 
a work in progress, but rest assured that we’ll have information, conversation 
and good company as we offer an opportunity to take a look at demonstration 
practices relaying low impact design and stormwater management with our rain 
garden, pervious concrete walking path and more. 
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Election Notice
The Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission will 
cause an election of Supervisors of the Miami Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) to be held in accordance with 
Chapter 940 of the Ohio Revised Code.  Individuals who own 
or occupy land within the Miami Soil and Water Conservation 
District and are 18 years of age or older may vote for Supervisor.  

There are 3 ways an eligible voter can cast a ballot:
1. At the SWCD offi ce from September 3, 2020 until September 
16, 2020, during normal business hours (8am – 5pm Monday 
through Friday); or
2. At the SWCD Annual Meeting, which will take place at 
the Duke Lundgard Building/Miami County Fairgrounds on 
September 3, 2020 from 5:30pm – 7pm; or
3. Voting absentee from August 4, 2020 until September 16, 
2020, by requesting the ballot application and election ballot 
from the SWCD offi ce at the following address: 
1330 N Co. Rd. 25A, Ste C., Troy, Ohio 45373, by calling 
937/335-7645, or email info@miamiswcd.org.  Absentee ballots 
must be received by the SWCD offi ce by 4pm on September 
16, 2020.  

Two (2) Supervisors will be elected to a three-year term 
commencing January 1, 2021 and ending December 31, 2023.  
Nominees are:  
1.  Brian Francis
2.  Flora B. Rectenwald
3.  Jeffery S. Shoup

BRIAN FRANCIS and his wife Nikki just 
celebrated their 10th wedding anniversary 
and they, along with their two daughters   
Samantha, 3, and Lillian, 6,  reside on 
Peterson Road in Staunton township.  A 4th 
generation farmer, Brian and his dad, Jeff 
farm 1800 acres within several townships.  
They farm using minimum/strip till with a 

corn/.soybean/ wheat rotation, and sometime ‘dabble’  in hay.   

When asked why he’d like to be considered for the Board of 
Supervisors, Brian responded that he feels farmers should be 
involved in conservation decisions to be better informed on 
knowing what will work and what won’t for their operation.  

FLORA B.  RECTENWALD is a 35-year 
Miami County resident where she and 
her husband operate a 70 acre farm in 
Elizabeth Township situated within the 
Honey Creek Watershed.  She was raised 
in Preble County on one of the largest swine 
production farms in Ohio.  Along with her 
children, they are 3rd generation 4-Hers.  

After 38 years of civil service, Flora retired from Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base where she was responsible for 
resource policy for Scientist and Engineers, recruitment, and 
scholarship awards.  

In her personal life, she has expanded and transitioned her 
farming operation from a corn/soybean share crop operation 
to a hay production and horse boarding operation.  She has 
experience in conservation practices such as drainage and 
tile projects, Water Quality Trading Program, CRP, and EQIP 
with the installment of heavy use areas, covered manure stack, 
subsurface drains, and brush management practices.

In her public life, Flora founded and led for 8 years, the Miami 
County Equine Initiatives Task Force, a grass roots volunteer 
organization educating and promoting responsible livestock 
ownership and land stewardship through proven conservation 
practices.  Flora is also a member of the Miami County Farm 
Bureau and the Miami County Chapter of the Ohio Horsemen’s 
Council (OHC) where she serves as the Chairperson of the 
Horse Trails Special Committee.

Flora is seeking the position of Miami County SWCD Supervisor 
because she believes the conservation partnerships are good 
for Miami County.  A conservationist at heart, she would be 
proud to represent Miami County residents in support of the 
SWCD mission.

JEFFERY S. SHOUP is currently a Miami 
SWCD Supervisor and would like to 
continue in the role. Jeff resides in Lostcreek 
Township and is a retired Ag teacher and 
former principal at the Montgomery County 
CTC.  After retiring, Jeff began farming full 
time, while his dad took a step back. 

Using minimum till in a corn/soy bean rotation and working over 
700 acres, Jeff also maintains the waterways on the property.

Asked why he’d like to be remain a supervisor, Jeff responded 
that he feels being a good steward is important and continuing 
his role as supervisor would allow him to assist in conservation 
and the benefi ts of good stewardship.

Congratulations to the Miami SWCD 
Scholarship Winners!

KIMBERLY LAUGHMAN
Kimberly is the daughter of Gene 
and Amy Laughman and grew up on 
a small farm just outside of Pleasant 
Hill with her two brothers and younger 
sister. She is a 10 year member of 
4-H and served as a student advisor 
and vice president in Newton High 
School’s FFA chapter. In her free time, 

she enjoys hanging out with friends and family, playing 
soccer, traveling, spending time outside hiking, kayaking, 
fi shing and discovering more about the world. Kimberly is 
a 2020 graduate of Newton High School and this coming 
fall will be attending Hocking College majoring in Parks & 
Museum Education.  She would like to express her thanks 
and relay that this scholarship will help her pursue a career 
in natural resources

GARRETT SMAIL
Garret would like to express 
that he is honored to be 
selected as a recipient for 
the Agricultural and Natural 
Resources scholarship and 
thanks the Miami SWCD 

Board of Supervisors for their generosity. Garrett will be 
attending The Ohio State University in Columbus majoring 
in Ag Systems Management.  He is the son of Kreig and 
Debbie Smail and is a 2020 graduate of Fairlawn High 
School, and resides in Miami County. He has a younger 
brother named Troy and his interests include spending time 
with friends going fi shing and helping out on the family farm. 

USDA Service Centers Open for 
Business by Phone Appt. Only

The Miami County USDA Service Center will continue to 
be open for business by phone appointment only and fi eld 
work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While 
our program delivery staff will continue to come into the 
offi ce, they will be working with our producers by phone, and 
using online tools whenever possible. All Service Center 
visitors wishing to conduct business with the Miami Farm 
Service Agency, are required to call to schedule a phone 
appointment by calling 937-335-1918 extension 2. 
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