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2020! CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?
Believe it or not, it’s January and that means
it’s time for the Miami SWCD Annual Tree
Seedling Sale. This year, as we’ve done for
over 50 years, we again offer you affordably
priced 1-3 year bare root seedlings in a variety
of species and packet sizes. Please see the
insert included in this issue of the Cooperator
to learn more about the 20 species of trees
and the 6 perennials offered this year.
Also offered every New Year, TWO $750 Miami SWCD Larry Studebaker
Scholarships! Offered for the purpose of continuing higher education at a two
or four year college or university, the criteria for applying is as follows:
1. Must be a Miami County, Ohio resident.
2. Must be an Agriculture or Natural Resources major.
3. Must be enrolled for Fall Quarter/Semester of 2020.
4. MAY be a one-time prior Miami SWCD scholarship recipient.
CONDITIONS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP – The
award will be used towards the student’s tuition
and fees and will be processed through the
scholarship ofﬁce of the chosen school.
WHERE AND HOW TO APPLY – Send
completed applications, along with high school
or college transcripts and three (3) letters of
recommendations from three (3) references
listed on the application form to: Miami SWCD
Scholarship Committee, 1330 North County
Road 25A; Suite C, Troy, Ohio 45373.
DEADLINE for both Tree Seedlings orders and Scholarship applications
FRIDAY MARCH 13th, 2020 (postmarked). Order forms and applications
can be found at www.miamiswcd.org. Feel free to call Kristin with any
questions, 937/335-7645.
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Upcoming
Events
JAN 1 Happy New Year Ofﬁce closed
JAN 10 Mountain Dulcimer of Society of
Dayton Concert and Workshop Weekend
7:30PM Troy-Hayner Cultural Center 301
West Main Street, Troy
JAN 14 Board Meeting - 7:00pm at District
Ofﬁce, Public Welcome
JAN 20 Martin Luther King Jr Day Ofﬁce Closed
JAN 31 Dustin Lynch – Stay Country Tour 2020
8PM Hobart Arena 255 Adams Street, Troy
www.hobartarena.com
FEB 11 Board Meeting - 7:00pm at District
Ofﬁce, Public Welcome
FEB 17 Presidents Day Ofﬁce Closed
FEB 21 The Miami County Home and Garden
Show - Hobart Arena 255 Adams Street Troy
www.hobartarena.com
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USDA OPENS 2020 ENROLLMENT FOR
AGRICULTURE RISK COVERAGE AND
PRICE LOSS COVERAGE PROGRAMS

2020 crop year.

Agricultural producers now can enroll in
the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs
– two U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) safety net programs – for the

ARC provides income support payments on historical
base acres when actual crop revenue declines below a
speciﬁed guaranteed level. PLC provides income support
payments on historical base acres when the effective price
for a covered commodity falls below its reference price. The
2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and updated both programs.
Signup for the 2020 crop year closes June 30, 2020, while
signup for the 2019 crop year closes March 15, 2020.
Producers who have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll
for both 2019 and 2020 during the same visit to an FSA
county ofﬁce.
ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is
actively farming the land as well as the owner of the land.
Farm owners also have a one-time opportunity to update
PLC payment yields beginning with crop year 2020. If the
farm owner and producer visit the FSA county ofﬁce together,
FSA can also update yield information during that visit.

CRP ENROLLMENT OPTIONS
General Signup CRP general signup will be held annually.
The competitive general signup will now include increased
opportunities for enrollment of wildlife habitat through the
State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) initiative.
Continuous Signup While some practices under SAFE
will remain available through continuous signup, CRP
continuous signup will focus primarily on water quality with
the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR) Initiative.
The 2018 Farm Bill prioritizes water quality practices such as
contour grass strips, ﬁlter strips, riparian buffers, wetlands
and a new prairie strip.
USDA will also be working with Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP) partners to relaunch CREP
continuous options in each state under new statutory
provisions. CREP will continue to target high-priority local,
state or regional conservation concerns.
Previously Expired Land Land enrolled in CRP under
a 15-year contract that expired in September 2017, 2018
or 2019, may be eligible for enrollment if there was no
opportunity for re-enrollment and the practice under the
expired contract has been maintained.
CRP Rates and Payments FSA recently posted updated
soil rental rates for CRP. County average rates are posted on
the CRP Statistics webpage. Soil rental rates are statutorily
prorated at 90 percent for continuous signup and 85 percent
for general signup. The rental rates will be assessed
annually. Under continuous signup, producers also receive
incentives, including a signup incentive payment and a
practice incentive payment.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and
small chickpeas, corn, crambe, ﬂaxseed, grain sorghum,
lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed,
long grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safﬂower seed,
seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunﬂower seed and wheat.

To enroll in CRP, contact the ofﬁce at 937-335-1918 ext 2. to
set up an appointment or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

MORE INFORMATION
For more information on ARC and PLC including two online
decision tools that assist producers in making enrollment
and election decisions speciﬁc to their operations, visit the
ARC and PLC webpage.

Serving Miami County

USDA OPENS SIGNUP FOR CONSERVATION RESERVE
PROGRAM
USDA opened signup for the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) on December 9, 2019. The deadline for agricultural
producers to sign up for general CRP is February 28, 2020,
while signup for continuous CRP is ongoing.
Farmers and landowners who enroll in CRP receive a
yearly rental payment for voluntarily establishing longterm, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved
grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion,
improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on
marginally productive agricultural lands.
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The Ohio State University Extension
is offering several opportunities!
THE NEW AND SMALL FARM COLLEGE:
• January 21, 2020-March 10, 2020 (Tuesdays)
• Tuesdays, from 6:00 -9:00 p.m. each week. This class
will be limited to the First 50 registrations
• 911 Dispatch Center, 210 Marybill Drive, Troy
• $150 per person ($100 for an additional family member)
• Deadline to register is January 10, 2020
• For further information contact Tony Nye, OSU Small
Farm Program Coordinator at (937) 382-0901 or
E-mail at nye.1@osu.edu, www.miami.osu.edu
The Ohio New and Small Farm College is an 8 week
program that introduces new and even seasoned farmers to
a wide variety of topics. The program will teach participants
how to set goals, plan, budget, and where to ﬁnd resources
available for them if they chose to start a small farming
operation. The courses will layout how to manage ﬁnancial
and farm records. Extension Educators will illustrate many
different enterprises that can be proﬁtable on land as small
as one acre. The educators will show the beneﬁts and
pitfalls of each enterprise so that the participant will be able
to pick and chose what may work best for them and what
suits their interest.
SMALL GRAINS MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP
• Thursday January 9, 2020
• 9:00 AM-2:30 PM
• $10
Join OSU Extension is a hands-on intensive small grains
management workshop for Ohio crop producers. This
workshop will help you become a more proﬁtable small grain
producer and will feature a range of winter wheat and barley
management topics including cultural practices, insect and
disease management, and nitrogen management.
SOLAR LEASING 101
• Monday January 27, 2020
• 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
• OSU Extension Meeting Room, 201 West Main Street, Troy
• Free but registration is required. Deadline to register is
January 24, 2020
OSU Extension Specialists Peggy Kirk Hall and Eric Romich
provide information about leasing farmland for utilityscale solar production. Topics include solar development
trends, converting farmland to solar production, and key
considerations to weigh before signing lease agreements
for solar energy production..
FARM BILL MEETING
• Wednesday, January 29, 2020
• 10:00A.M.to 12:00 P.M
• Location: Halls of Hanover gymnasium (86 N. Hanover St.
Minster, OH) {Park in Church parking lot and enter door E}
• Free
Individuals interested in these programs may contact the
Miami County Extension ofﬁce at (937) 440-3945.

2020 LOCAL AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT
PURCHASE PROGRAM (LAEPP)
Miami SWCD Application Deadline-February 15

Now through February 14th, 2020, the Miami SWCD will
accept applications from Ohio landowners interested in
selling an agricultural easement on their farms through the
Ohio Department of Agriculture Local Agricultural Easement
Purchase Program (LAEPP), made possible from allocations
from the Clean Ohio Fund. The easement requires the:
• Farm remain permanently in agriculture production
• Farm must be 40 acres or more
• Participation in the Current Agricultural Use Valuation program
• Owners demonstrate good stewardship of the land
• Support of their local government
• Land not lay directly in the path of development
Landowners may use the proceeds of the easement in any way
they wish, but most reinvest it in their farm operations.
Funding for the program is derived from the Clean Ohio
Conservation Fund, approved by voters in 2008. For more
information on Ohio’s farmland preservation effort visit: www.agri.
ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/programs/farmland-preservationofﬁce. If you think you’d like to pursue this opportunity, please
contact Linda Raterman or Kreig Smail at Miami SWCD at
335-7645 or visit our ofﬁces at 1330 N. County Rd 25A, Troy.
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CHWIETERMAN
NC. Since 1946 Drainage Solutions is Our Business
www.cys-inc.com

DOUG SCHWIETERMAN

4240 St. Rt. 49
Arcanum, OH 45304

Office: 937-548-3965
Mobile: 419-953-5727
Email: doug@cys-inc.com

Systematic Drainage • Excavating • Waterways
Sewage Systems • Conservation Projects
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www.BrunsRealty.com

937-339-2300

&

937-606-4743
937-214-0431
HavenarAuctioneer.com

• Real Estate
• Farm
• Antique
• Appraisal

To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternate
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202/720-2600 (voice and TDD).

RSVP before March 2nd by calling
937/339-1524 or go to the
Farm Forum link at
www.davidson.house.gov.
8:30am Registration,
(Coffee and breakfast)
9:15-11:15 program
Edison Community College
1973 Edison Drive, Piqua

March 7, 2020

2020 8th Congressional
District Farm Forum

YOU’RE INVITED!
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