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2020 is DONE~YIPPEE! And here’s to never
seeing the likes of it again! | mean, whew!

Upcoming Cvents

. . JAN 1 Happy New Year Office closed
And here we are in January 2021, a time for new JAN 12 District Board of Supervisors Meeting

beginnings and leading ourselves down a great || g.30p\ District Office. Public Welcome

path. One great examr_>le qf that could mean taking || ;AN 18 Martin Luther King Jr Day Office Close
advantage of the Miami SWCD Annual Tree || ;AN 31 Dustin Lynch — Stay Country Tour 2020

Seedling Sale. This year, as we've done for over 50 || gpn Hobart Arena 255 Adams Stre et, Troy
years, we again offer you affordable priced 1-3 year www.hobartarena.com

bare root seedlings in a variety of species and packet || &g 9 District Board of Supervisors Meeting
sizes. Please see the insert included in this issue of 6:30PM District Office. Public Welcome

& %Renn]al_ Sal_e the Cooperator to Iearn_ more about t_he 21 species of || EEB 15 Presidents Day Office Closed
trees and the 6 perennials offered this year.

With things being so uncertain, | encourage
you to check out all that might be happening or
available to you within Miami County at
www.homegrowngreat.com!

Also offered every New Year, TWO $750 Miami
SWCD Larry Studebaker Scholarships! Offered
for the purpose of continuing higher education
at a two or four year college or university, the
criteria for applying is as follows:

1. Must be a Miami County, Ohio resident.

2. Must be an Agriculture or Natural
Resources maijor.

3. Must be enrolled for Fall Quarter/
Semester of 2021.

For Concord Township Residents!
Township Staff will pick up Christmas Trees
from the homes of township residents through
Friday January 15, 2021. Requests for pick-
up can be left on the answering machine at
the Township Building at 937-339-1492.

4. MAY be a one-time prior Miami SWCD scholarship recipient. [

= J Miami County Solid Waste District
Miami County Recycles

CONDITIONS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP — The award will be used towards
the student’s tuition and fees and will be processed through the scholarship
office of the chosen school.

WHERE AND HOW TO APPLY — Send completed applications, along with

high school or college transcripts and three (3) letters of recommendations from Tass ¥

three (3) references listed on the application form to: Miami SWCD Scholarship || PSS -_

Committee, 1330 North County Road 25A; Suite C, Troy, Ohio 45373. o, Christmas Tree Drop-oﬁ‘
i ' at l:he Transfer Station

DEADLINE for both Tree Seedlings orders and Scholarship applications i = jal

FRIDAY MARCH 12th, 2021 (postmarked). Order forms and applications |[SEESssg - During regularHours the

can be found at www.miamiswcd.org. Feel free to call Kristin with any - P W ; h recycled.

questions, 937/335-7645.
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LOCAL AG EASEMENT PURCHASE
PROGRAM (LAEPP) UPDATE
From the OHIO DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE (ODA)

In funding years 2015 and 2019, the Ohio Department of
Agriculture Office of Farmland Preservation awarded allocations
to local sponsors that exceeded the $6.25 million funding
available from Clean Ohio bond sales by $2.5 million. As a
result, the program accepted record numbers of applications
into the Farmland Preservation program. In 2020 alone, the
Office closed 79 easements totaling over $11 million; this is more
than the program closed from 2015 through 2017 combined
and double those closed in 2018 and 2019. More than 100
easements are pending, all of which are funded by future bond
sales previously authorized by the General Assembly.

Due to the amount already committed, and following careful
examination of the Office’s current finances, the Department
will not solicit a new round of applications for the coming
year. However, it is anticipated that the General Assembly will
authorize future Clean Ohio bond sales, and the Department
is committed to funding local sponsors applications with $6.25
million in funds available in 2023.

With the help of local sponsors, (i.e. Miami Soil and Water
Conservation District) the Department will continue to
modernize and improve the Farmland Preservation program,
while looking for additional partnerships and sources of funding.

Sincerely,

Office of Farmland Preservation

Ohio Department of Agriculture

8995 East Main Street, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068-3342

Please contact Linda at Miami Soil & Water Conservation
District if you have any questions regarding this
information-937/335-7645 or Iraterman@miamiswcd.org.

ponds ® fence rows ®
animal waste pits

building pads ¢ waterways
track hoe work * ditch work

Forest Pence
4443 stoker road
houston, ohio 45333
937.295.2750

\\ Excavating, LL.C

6650 W. Versailles Rd., Covington, Ohio 45318

Agricultural * Residential « Commercial » Excavation Services

P: (937) 473-5446 C: (937) 603-0055

USDA ANNOUNCES CRP
2021 GENERAL SIGN-UP.

The USDA has announced the Conservation Reserve
Programs (CRP) 2021 General Sign-up. Offers can be
submitted to the Farm Service Agency (FSA) from Jan.
4, 2021, to Feb. 12, 2021, the program is competitive
and provides annual rental payments for land devoted
to conservation purposes. Through CRP, farmers and
ranchers establish long-term, resource-conserving plant
species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soll
erosion, improve water quality, and enhance wildlife habitat
on cropland. Farmers and ranchers who participate in CRP
help provide numerous benefits to the nation’s environment
and economy.

For more detailed information on some of the available CRP
practices, or to answer question about the sign-up, Contact:
Renee Buck, Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist,
937-578-8264, rbuck@pheasantsforever.org.

OUR WISH FOR 2021
Among the many wishes we hold for the New Year, none of
them has a higher spot than our wish for good health and
happiness to you, dear reader.

We have hopes to resume our normal scheduling, (cross
fingers here) so please mark your calendars (perhaps you
should use a pencil) for at least this upcoming event:

/ Miami SWCD Tire Recycling Day
N MAY 12th!
‘ STAY TUNED!

We also hope to hold the following in the Hopeful Shiny
New Year:

* Norton Stormwater Seminar

* Tri County Pond Clinic

* Area |V Envirothon

» Stillwater River Education Float and Clean Up

* Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River

» Miami County Fair! And MORE!

STORMWATER MANAGEMENI
w

MIAMI-SOIL & WATER
GONSERVATION DISTRICT

STORM DRATNS FLOW DIRECTLY T0 RIVERS & STREAMS. vord s ke

leaves, shrubbery fimmings & clipped grasses are significant
stormwater pollution sources. Plus they can clog the storm drain!

HOW YOW GAR]
STORM

LESSIER]
ASSUES

W,
N YOLR PRI ERTR ..

* Shavel snow before,it turns to ice to limit 1ha need for
Ay deiclng chemicals like rock salf.
_* ‘Shovel snow onto non-paved surfaces such as landscaped and/
g or grassy dreas. 1 s
#.Choose sand & sawdust.as anvimnmenloliv friendly uﬂemuﬂvea F;BR MUHE U ). 'ﬂ
o sdltproducts. »

* Consider cracked corn as an-altemalive hecuuse clnirnals can ﬁBU"T STBHMWA_ |

eat it before it gets washed into the storm drains in the spring

ot v s vearg e v GOTICT HEAMESUE)
@ 937/335-7645.

* The old fashiened approach of a shovel means eliminating ice
and snow without harmful chemicals & exercise!




DEALING WITH THREATS TO FARM PROPERTY

— Peggy Kirk Hall, Associate Professor, Agricultural & Resource Law Ohio State University CFAES,PUBLISHED ON Morning Ag Clips on December 26, 2020

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Whether from trespassers, thieves,
vandals, disgruntled employees, drug makers, activists or
extremists, farm security threats are a risk farmers face.
Unfortunately, current social and political conditions have
added new dimensions to that risk. Intruders can harm
property in many ways: releasing or injuring livestock, stealing
anhydrous or chemicals, destroying crops, contaminating
water, introducing disease, setting fires, or committing other
acts of theft, vandalism or destruction.

Recent suspicious activities on Ohio farms have reminded
us of the need for constant awareness of farm security and
the threat of intentional harm to farm property. Our newest
publication, Intentional Harm to Farm Property: Legal
Options and Strategies for Farm Owners aims to meet this
need by addressing:

What to do when a farm security issue occurs. Three
immediate actions can be helpful to ensuring a clear-headed
reaction to an incident:

*Call local law enforcement.

*Secure the property and preserve the evidence.

*Contact insurance provider.

Options for legal action. How can a farmer address
a security incident through the legal system? Local law
enforcement might pursue a criminal action, a farm owner
might choose to file a civil action, or both criminal and civil
actions could take place. Conferring with law enforcement
and an attorney will help determine an appropriate course
of action. The bulletin explains common criminal actions that
might apply to a farm security episode, such as:
*Agricultural product or equipment terrorism

*Animal or ecological terrorism based on corrupt activity
*Arson

*Aggravated arson

*Breaking and entering

*Criminal damaging or endangering

Wes Boothe

Tile Installation

GPS Mapping

Tile Sales

Making Moisture Managable 937.418.8293
fax 937.473.5730

5171 Farrington Road
Covington, OH 45318

HWIETERMAN W

INC Sinee 1946 Drainage Solutions is Ow Business

www.cys-inc.com

DouG SCHWIETERMAN
4240 St. Rt. 49
Arcanum, OH 45304

Office: 937-548-3965
Mobile: 419-953-5727
Email: doug@cys-inc.com

Systewatic Drainage < Exeavating « Wateuvays
Sewage Systents - Conservation Projects

*Criminal mischief

*Criminal trespass

*Injuring animals

*Poisoning animals

*Reckless destruction of crops or timber

*Theft

*Vandalism

*Attempt, complicity and conspiracy regarding any of the
above crimes

We also review laws that provide for civil actions against
someone who intentionally harms farm property, such as:
+Civil action for damages for criminal act

Civil theft and willful damage

Civil trespass to personal property, such as animals and
equipment

Civil trespass to real property

+Civil vandalism

+Civil action for animal or ecological terrorism

*Destruction of crops or timber

Preventing the risk of farm security occurrences.
Farmers can adopt practices that reduce the possibility of
intruders and incidents of intentional harm to farm property.
We list a dozen strategies in the bulletin that may be helpful,
such as marking, posting and security property boundaries,
maintaining a record of suspicious activities, vetting

employees, and conferring with a security professional.
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/Harm_to_farm_property_
Dec2020.pdf

‘Miami County Solid Waste District
Miami County Recycles

Barmd Cea wevivfe o1 el
Miami County's K-12 Grade Students

Send your 8.5" x 117 Recy-:ling Drawings to
BPetry@miamicountysed.com
for your chance to win!

All Drawings L p—

MUST Be newue' | Your Design
Received by > C?_'u;?e?e
Monday, ‘
February 1st! y

Wisit miamicountyrecycles. I:Irs:l'bl"hﬂill‘! Contest for mare information!

3 winne r drawing:

poard in Mid L]

You know farming.We know farm financing.

Farm Credit offers loans, leases and crop insurance.

VERSAILLES OFFICE
10539 Kley Road
Versailles, OH 45380
937-526-5705 | e-farmcredit.com

farm CREDIT

MID-AMERICA @
equal housing lender. T

Farm Credit Mid-America is
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REALTY GROUP

I RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

www.BrunsRealty.com

937-339-2300

HAVENAR

937-606-4743
937-214-0431

HavenarAuctioneer.com
 Real Estate
* Farm
* Antique
* Appraisal

Gessaman’s Service LLC

Serving Miami County

Dozer & Backhoe Dumptruck Hauling
Limestone Driveways
Pole Buildings Small Out Buildings

Phone: 937-845-2122 Cell: 937-238-3992
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