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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternate 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202/720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources 
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.

JUL 6 Stillwater River CLEAN UP Call to 
see if there’s still room! 937/335-7645

JUL 10 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors 
Meeting 8AM District offi ce, Public Welcome

JUL 14-15 History Alive at the Johnston Farm
12PM-5PM  9845 North Hardin Rd. Piqua, Ohio
1-800-752-2619 www.JohnstonFarmOhio.com

JUL 20-21 Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River
Call to see if there’s still room! 937/335-7645
www.cleansweepofthegreatmiamiriver.org or 
335-7645

JUL 20-21 Miami Valley Music Fest 
2252 Troy-Urbana Rd, Troy
All Day 937-371-7228 
www.MiamiValleyMusicFest.com

AUG 4 Down the River, Down a Beer!
3PM-9PM 937/773-9355 
www.mainstreetpiqua.com

AUG 7 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors 
Meeting - 8AM District offi ce, Public Welcome

AUG 12 McGuffey Lane @ Miami County Fair 
7PM-9PM  (937) 335-7492
www.MiamiCountyOhioFair.com

AUG 18 Rock Piqua! Riverfront Concert Series
7PM-11PM 937-773-9355  
www.RockPiqua.com

AUG 24-26 IH Scout Show and Truck 
Nationals - 9AM-4PM 1865 S. CR 25A Troy
(937) 335-9226 www.WACOAirMuseum.org

AUG 25 Home Grown Tomato Fest
12PM-4PM Canal Lock Park, 
Tipp City Ohio 45371
937/667-0883 www.downtowntippcity.org

AUG 25 Tipp City Trans Am Cruise In
5PM-9:30PM DT Tipp City
513/202-1212 

Upcoming Events 

MIAMI COUNTY FARMERS MARKETS!
Piqua Community Farmers Market 

on High St., DT Piqua
Thursdays 3:30PM-6:30PM until 9/20/18

937-773-9355 
www.piquafarmersmarket.com

Downtown Troy Farmers Market 
on S. Cherry St., DT Troy 

Saturdays 9AM-NOON until 9/29/2018
937-339-5455, www.TroyMainStreet.org

You know farming.We know farm financing.

Farm Credit offers loans, leases and crop insurance.

VERSAILLES OFFICE 
10539 Kley Road

Versailles, OH  45380
937-526-5705 | e-farmcredit.comFarm Credit Mid-America is an equal housing lender.

Gessaman’s Service LLC
Serving Miami County

 

 
           

Phone: 937-845-2122  Cell: 937-238-3992

Dumptruck Hauling
Driveways

Small Out Buildings

Dozer & Backhoe
Limestone

Pole Buildings 

*** SPECIAL NOTICE! Congratulations to Rachael Hodge, daughter of Steve 
and Jenny Hodge.  Rachael created the cool image you see at the top left 
and she’s our winner for creating the image that best represents our 75th 
year, agriculture, and conservation.  She’s won $100 and we all get to see 
her creation on banners, fl yers and other publications promotiing our meet-
ing and banquet! Well done, Rachael and thanks!
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COOPERATOR OF THE YEAR DAN HICKEY

We’ll have a more complete story highlighting the efforts of our 2018 Cooperator of the Year 
in our September/October Newsletter, but a brief congratulations was in order!  
 
If Dan Hickey looks familiar to you, it may be because in 1983 he became Miami County’s Wildlife 
Offi cer.  In 1992, he became Wildlife Offi cer Supervisor for 5 counties but maintained a presence 
here until his retirement in 2005. 
 
He was in no way idle after retirement and in recognition of his wildlife efforts that include 
a recent 62 acre wetland restoration and prairie planting, he will be recognized for his 
outstanding stewardship through a photo display that can be seen at the Conservation 
Education Area during the Miami County Fair and at the All Ag Meeting and Banquet on 
August 30th.  Congratulations, Dan, and thank you for being a fi ne example of conservation 
stewardship!
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OHIO SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION ELECTION LEGAL NOTICE
 The Ohio Soil and Water Conservative Commission will cause an election of Supervisors of the Miami Soil and Water Conservation 
District to be held in accordance with Chapter 1515 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 Residents or landowners, fi rms, and corporations that own land or occupy land in Miami County and are 18 years of age and older may 
vote for Supervisor.  A non-resident landowner, fi rm or corporations must provide an affi davit of eligibility, which includes designation of 
a voting representative, prior to casting a ballot. 
 
 There are three ways an eligible voter can cast a ballot: (1) at the annual meeting, which will take place Thursday, August 30th, 2018 
from 5:30-7PM; (2) at the SWCD offi ce until 12 noon on Thursday, August 30th, 2018; or (3) vote absentee by requesting the proper 
absentee request form from the SWCD offi ce at 1330 N. County Road 25A, Suite C, Troy OH 45373.
two (2) Supervisors will be elected. The Nominees are:

BRENT CLARK
 Brent resides in Lostcreek Township at 7611 Peterson Road, Conover where he and his wife, Jenna are 
raising three boys ranging in age from 6 to 1!  Brent farms land in fi ve different townships along with his 
father and brother in law.  No-till, corn/soybean rotation, grassed waterways and heavy use creek crossings 
are just a few of the many best management practices to be found in their operation, in addition to Brent 
and his family running a feeder cattle pre-conditioning operation. When asked why he’d like to be part of 
the Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors, Brent responded that he’s participated in several programs and 
feels this would be a good way to give back to the District that has assisted him over the years.

DIANE YINGST
 Diane is currently a Miami SWCD Supervisor and resides at 6225 Lost Creek-Shelby Road outside 
Fletcher in Brown Township with her husband John. Their daughter, Lindsey is a recent Miami East 
graduate and will be attending Otterbein in the fall.   
 She and her husband farm 2800 acres of corn and soybeans using both minimum till and no-
till.  In addition to taking part in FSA programs, Diane and her husband have also enrolled in the 
Conservation Security Program and have installed several grassed waterways and are always 
interested in embracing technology to benefi t their operation. 
 Raised on a farm in nearby Lost Creek Township, Diane is very familiar with agriculture, but also 
spent 20 years in the banking industry before changing careers back to full time farming life.   Diane is 
on the fi nance and education committee at her church, Fletcher United Methodist Church.
 Diane feels her experiences in the banking world and agriculture have served the District well and 
if re-elected she hopes she can continue to be a part of protecting soil and water and encouraging best 
management practices that address natural resources and how it concerns future generations.

ANDY SHUMAN
    Andy lives in Concord Township with Jessica his wife of 18 years and they’re the parents of 5 sons! 
Raised on a dairy farm operated by his parents, Andy’s been farming on his own since 2005 and is 
currently working about 215 acres on a corn/bean rotation. Livestock consists of fair poultry for his sons’ 
4-H projects and a few laying hens.  Andy also works for Choice One Engineering and has been there 
for over 19 years. He is currently a supervisor and would like to continue the role in order to be a part of 
the conservation programs and practices. 
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FROM OUR FRIENDS AT FSA AND NRCS
FSA is holding a continuous signup period for CRP (signup 51), 
until August 17, 2018.  Applications are processed on a fi rst 
come, fi rst served basis.  Applicants are encouraged to apply by 
July 15th to not prevent a delay in processing your application.

CRP is a voluntary program that contracts with agricultural 
producers so that environmentally sensitive agricultural land is 
used for conservation benefi ts. CRP participants establish long-
term, resource-conserving vegetative species, such as approved 
grasses or trees (known as “covers”), to control soil erosion, 
improve the water quality and enhance wildlife habitat. In return, 
FSA provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-
share assistance. Continuous signup enrollment contracts are 10 
to 15 years in duration.

FSA administers CRP while technical support functions are 
provided by:

• USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS);

• State forestry agencies;
• Local soil and water conservation districts; and
• Other non-federal providers of technical assistance         

Producers submitting acceptable CRP offers for the listed 
conservation practices must have a conservation plan developed 
and the contract approved no later than September 28, 2018.

If the offered acres are currently enrolled in CRP under a CRP 
contract that expires September 30, 2018, then the effective start 
date of the new CRP contract must be October 1, 2018.

If the offered acres are not currently enrolled in CRP then the 
producer may choose to defer the effective start date of the new 
CRP contract for up to six months after the offer is approved. All 
acceptable signup 51 continuous offers must be approved no 
later than September 28, 2018.

A producer must have owned or operated the land for at least 12 
months prior to submitting the offer, unless:

• The new owner acquired the land due to the previous 
owner’s death;

• The ownership change occurred due to foreclosure 
where the owner exercised a timely right of redemption 
in accordance with state law; or

• The circumstances of the acquisition present adequate 
assurance to FSA that the new owner did not acquire 
the land for the purpose of placing it in CRP. 

Land must be cropland that is planted or considered 
planted to an agricultural commodity four of the six crop years 
from 2008 to 2013, and is physically and legally capable of being 
planted (no planting restrictions due to an easement or other 
legally binding instrument) in a normal manner to an agricultural 
commodity. Certain marginal pastureland that may be devoted to 
riparian buffers is also eligible.

Not all practices previously available for CRP enrollment are 
eligible for this sign up.  For this signup, the land must be eligible 
and suitable for any of the following conservation practices:

• Grass Waterways, Non-easement
• Shallow Water Area for Wildlife
• Filter Strips
• Denitrifying Bioreactor on Filter Strips
• Saturated Filter Strips
• Riparian Buffer
• Denitrifying Bioreactor on Riparian Buffers
• Saturated Riparian Buffer
• Wetland Restoration on Floodplain
• Wetland Restoration, Non-fl oodplain
• Farmable Wetlands Pilot Wetland
• Farmable Wetland Pilot Buffer
• Duck Nesting Habitat
• FWP Constructed Wetland
• FWP Aquaculture Wetland restoration
• FWP Flooded Prairie Wetland          

For more information, contact Erika Kemper, District Conservationist 
at 335-1918 or stop by 1330 N. County Road 25A, Troy.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS!

The Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors is pleased to be 
able to provide assistance to the students of Miami County.  
This year, we’re pleased to announce that fi ve students will 
benefi t from our scholarship fund, two $750 recipients, and 
three $500 recipients.

$750 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

BRIAN MILLER - a recent 
graduate of Covington High 
School and the son of Jamie 
and Debi Miller.  Brian enjoys 
showing pigs through FFA 
and 4-H and coaching youth 
basketball. He will be attending 
Wilmington College in the fall 
and majoring in Animal Science 
with a minor in Business. 

ABBY HISSONG - the daughter 
of Ty and Candi Hissong and 
a recent graduate of Milton 
Union High School. Abby 
enjoys participating in 4-H and 
FFA and served as the 2017 
Miami County Fair Queen. In 
the fall, she will be attending 
Wilmington College to major 
in Agronomy with a minor in 
Agricultural Communications.

$500 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

DYLON BAYMAN - the son of Matt 
and Jessica Gearhardt, and an 
alumnus of Piqua High School. Dylon 
is a past recipient of this award and 
is in his second year of attending the 
University of Kentucky, majoring in 
Animal Sciences.  

BRENNA NEWTON – the daughter 
of Mark and Teresa Newton and 
a recent graduate of Bethel High 
School.  She enjoys showing cattle 
and lambs, fi shing, and singing 
and will be pursuing a degree in 
Ag Business at Clark State with 
plans to transfer to another college 
to obtaining a degree in Animal 
Science.

LINDSEY YINGST - a 2018 
graduate of Miami East and the 
daughter of John and Diane Yingst.  
Among her many interests, Lindsey 
enjoys 4-H, Girl Scouts, swimming 
and cross country. She will be 
attending Otterbein University 
in the fall where she will be 
majoring in Zoology/Conservation 
Environmental Science.
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July 15th to not prevent a delay in processing your application.

CRP is a voluntary program that contracts with agricultural 
producers so that environmentally sensitive agricultural land is 
used for conservation benefi ts. CRP participants establish long-
term, resource-conserving vegetative species, such as approved 
grasses or trees (known as “covers”), to control soil erosion, 
improve the water quality and enhance wildlife habitat. In return, 
FSA provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-
share assistance. Continuous signup enrollment contracts are 10 
to 15 years in duration.

FSA administers CRP while technical support functions are 
provided by:

• USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS);

• State forestry agencies;
• Local soil and water conservation districts; and
• Other non-federal providers of technical assistance         

Producers submitting acceptable CRP offers for the listed 
conservation practices must have a conservation plan developed 
and the contract approved no later than September 28, 2018.

If the offered acres are currently enrolled in CRP under a CRP 
contract that expires September 30, 2018, then the effective start 
date of the new CRP contract must be October 1, 2018.

If the offered acres are not currently enrolled in CRP then the 
producer may choose to defer the effective start date of the new 
CRP contract for up to six months after the offer is approved. All 
acceptable signup 51 continuous offers must be approved no 
later than September 28, 2018.

A producer must have owned or operated the land for at least 12 
months prior to submitting the offer, unless:

• The new owner acquired the land due to the previous 
owner’s death;

• The ownership change occurred due to foreclosure 
where the owner exercised a timely right of redemption 
in accordance with state law; or

• The circumstances of the acquisition present adequate 
assurance to FSA that the new owner did not acquire 
the land for the purpose of placing it in CRP. 

Land must be cropland that is planted or considered 
planted to an agricultural commodity four of the six crop years 
from 2008 to 2013, and is physically and legally capable of being 
planted (no planting restrictions due to an easement or other 
legally binding instrument) in a normal manner to an agricultural 
commodity. Certain marginal pastureland that may be devoted to 
riparian buffers is also eligible.

Not all practices previously available for CRP enrollment are 
eligible for this sign up.  For this signup, the land must be eligible 
and suitable for any of the following conservation practices:

• Grass Waterways, Non-easement
• Shallow Water Area for Wildlife
• Filter Strips
• Denitrifying Bioreactor on Filter Strips
• Saturated Filter Strips
• Riparian Buffer
• Denitrifying Bioreactor on Riparian Buffers
• Saturated Riparian Buffer
• Wetland Restoration on Floodplain
• Wetland Restoration, Non-fl oodplain
• Farmable Wetlands Pilot Wetland
• Farmable Wetland Pilot Buffer
• Duck Nesting Habitat
• FWP Constructed Wetland
• FWP Aquaculture Wetland restoration
• FWP Flooded Prairie Wetland          

For more information, contact Erika Kemper, District Conservationist 
at 335-1918 or stop by 1330 N. County Road 25A, Troy.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS!

The Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors is pleased to be 
able to provide assistance to the students of Miami County.  
This year, we’re pleased to announce that fi ve students will 
benefi t from our scholarship fund, two $750 recipients, and 
three $500 recipients.

$750 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

BRIAN MILLER - a recent 
graduate of Covington High 
School and the son of Jamie 
and Debi Miller.  Brian enjoys 
showing pigs through FFA 
and 4-H and coaching youth 
basketball. He will be attending 
Wilmington College in the fall 
and majoring in Animal Science 
with a minor in Business. 

ABBY HISSONG - the daughter 
of Ty and Candi Hissong and 
a recent graduate of Milton 
Union High School. Abby 
enjoys participating in 4-H and 
FFA and served as the 2017 
Miami County Fair Queen. In 
the fall, she will be attending 
Wilmington College to major 
in Agronomy with a minor in 
Agricultural Communications.

$500 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

DYLON BAYMAN - the son of Matt 
and Jessica Gearhardt, and an 
alumnus of Piqua High School. Dylon 
is a past recipient of this award and 
is in his second year of attending the 
University of Kentucky, majoring in 
Animal Sciences.  

BRENNA NEWTON – the daughter 
of Mark and Teresa Newton and 
a recent graduate of Bethel High 
School.  She enjoys showing cattle 
and lambs, fi shing, and singing 
and will be pursuing a degree in 
Ag Business at Clark State with 
plans to transfer to another college 
to obtaining a degree in Animal 
Science.

LINDSEY YINGST - a 2018 
graduate of Miami East and the 
daughter of John and Diane Yingst.  
Among her many interests, Lindsey 
enjoys 4-H, Girl Scouts, swimming 
and cross country. She will be 
attending Otterbein University 
in the fall where she will be 
majoring in Zoology/Conservation 
Environmental Science.
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To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources 
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.

JUL 6 Stillwater River CLEAN UP Call to 
see if there’s still room! 937/335-7645

JUL 10 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors 
Meeting 8AM District offi ce, Public Welcome

JUL 14-15 History Alive at the Johnston Farm
12PM-5PM  9845 North Hardin Rd. Piqua, Ohio
1-800-752-2619 www.JohnstonFarmOhio.com

JUL 20-21 Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River
Call to see if there’s still room! 937/335-7645
www.cleansweepofthegreatmiamiriver.org or 
335-7645

JUL 20-21 Miami Valley Music Fest 
2252 Troy-Urbana Rd, Troy
All Day 937-371-7228 
www.MiamiValleyMusicFest.com

AUG 4 Down the River, Down a Beer!
3PM-9PM 937/773-9355 
www.mainstreetpiqua.com

AUG 7 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors 
Meeting - 8AM District offi ce, Public Welcome

AUG 12 McGuffey Lane @ Miami County Fair 
7PM-9PM  (937) 335-7492
www.MiamiCountyOhioFair.com

AUG 18 Rock Piqua! Riverfront Concert Series
7PM-11PM 937-773-9355  
www.RockPiqua.com

AUG 24-26 IH Scout Show and Truck 
Nationals - 9AM-4PM 1865 S. CR 25A Troy
(937) 335-9226 www.WACOAirMuseum.org

AUG 25 Home Grown Tomato Fest
12PM-4PM Canal Lock Park, 
Tipp City Ohio 45371
937/667-0883 www.downtowntippcity.org

AUG 25 Tipp City Trans Am Cruise In
5PM-9:30PM DT Tipp City
513/202-1212 

Upcoming Events 

MIAMI COUNTY FARMERS MARKETS!
Piqua Community Farmers Market 

on High St., DT Piqua
Thursdays 3:30PM-6:30PM until 9/20/18

937-773-9355 
www.piquafarmersmarket.com

Downtown Troy Farmers Market 
on S. Cherry St., DT Troy 

Saturdays 9AM-NOON until 9/29/2018
937-339-5455, www.TroyMainStreet.org

You know farming.We know farm financing.

Farm Credit offers loans, leases and crop insurance.

VERSAILLES OFFICE 
10539 Kley Road

Versailles, OH  45380
937-526-5705 | e-farmcredit.comFarm Credit Mid-America is an equal housing lender.

Gessaman’s Service LLC
Serving Miami County

 

 
           

Phone: 937-845-2122  Cell: 937-238-3992

Dumptruck Hauling
Driveways

Small Out Buildings

Dozer & Backhoe
Limestone

Pole Buildings 

*** SPECIAL NOTICE! Congratulations to Rachael Hodge, daughter of Steve 
and Jenny Hodge.  Rachael created the cool image you see at the top left 
and she’s our winner for creating the image that best represents our 75th 
year, agriculture, and conservation.  She’s won $100 and we all get to see 
her creation on banners, fl yers and other publications promotiing our meet-
ing and banquet! Well done, Rachael and thanks!
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STAFF – USDA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS)
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Renee Buck - Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologist
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