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To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources 
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.

Upcoming Upcoming Events Events 
MAR 6 Film Series at Troy-Hayner: “Harvey”
7:30pm Troy-Hayner Cultural Center 301 West 
Main Street, Troy
MAR 7 Davidson Farm Forum 8:30am 
Edison College 
MAR 8 Daylight Saving Time begins
MAR 10 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors
6:30pm District Offi ce. Public Welcome
MAR 13 Tree Order & Miami SWCD 
Scholarship Application Deadline
MAR 17 Happy St. Patrick’s Day/Voting Day!
-Norton Stormwater Seminar 8am UVCC-ATC 
-St. Patrick’s Day 5K Beer Run  
www.cantstoprunningco.com
MAR 19 Happy Spring!
MAR 21 WACO LEGO Brick Master Showcase 
12 - 5PM 1865 S County Rd 25A  www.
wacoairmuseum.org/brick-master-showcase
MAR 26 An Evening with Indian Creek Distillery 
7-8PM Piqua Public Library 116 High Street, Piqua
Missy and Joe Duer, owners of historic Staley 
Mill Farm, home to Indian Creek Distillery, share 
the history of their 200-year-old distillery and their 
thoughts on The Widows by Jess Montgomery.
APR 1-4 WGI Sport of the Arts Color Guard 
World Championship Hobart Arena 255 
Adams Street, Troy.  wgi.org 
APR 5 Salute to the Railroaders
2 - 6PM Bradford Railroad Museum 200 N 
Miami Ave, Bradford
APR 6-7 PICK UP YOUR TREES @ the Duke 
Lundgard Building
APR 12 Happy Easter
APR 13 Registration opens for Tire Recycling 
(see story)
APR 14 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors
6:30pm District Offi ce. Public Welcome
APR 16 Tri County Pond Clinic (see story)
6:30pm 7922 Fenner Rd, Pleasant Hill
APR 25 5K Run Wild at Brukner Nature Center 
8AM - 11:30PM 5995 Horseshoe Bend Rd, Troy 
www.bruknernaturecenter.com

THERE’S STILL TIME!
You have until March 13th to get your order 
in for the Miami SWCD Annual Tree Seedling  
and Perennial Sale!  You have a choice of 20 
different 1-3 year bare root tree species and 
6 perennials this year in affordably priced 
and sized packets!  You can pick up your tree 
order on either April 6th from 2-6pm or on 

the 7th from 8am-6pm at the Duke Lundgard Building on the Miami County 
Fairgrounds.  New this year, extra trees sold throughout the posted hours of 
both days.

And we encourage anyone currently enrolled or 
seeking higher education in Ag or Natural Resources 
at a two or four year college or university to apply for 
the Miami SWCD Larry Studebaker Scholarships, 
offering TWO $750 scholarships. 
The criteria for applying are as follows:
1. Must be a Miami County, Ohio resident.
2. Must be an Agriculture or Natural Resources      
major, Green Careers included.
3. Must be enrolled for Fall Quarter/Semester of 2020.
4. MAY be a one-time prior Miami SWCD scholarship recipient.
WHERE AND HOW TO APPLY – Send completed applications, along with 
high school or college transcripts and three (3) letters of recommendations from 
three (3) references listed on the application form to:  Miami SWCD Scholarship 
Committee, 1330 North County Road 25A; Suite C,  Troy, Ohio 45373.  

DEADLINE for both Tree Seedlings orders and 
Scholarship applications FRIDAY MARCH 13th, 
2020 (postmarked).  Order forms and applications 
can be found at www.miamiswcd.org.  Feel free to 
call Kristin with any questions,  937/335-7645.

Just a thought-The Miami SWCD is also your 
source for Rain Barrels! Fifty-fi ve gallon food-grade 
barrels and rain barrel kits are available for just $45.  
Let us know if you’re interested and your barrel will 
be ready for you when you pick up your trees! 
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This yearly event is brought to you by Norton Engineering and assisted by this offi ce.  These sessions are expected to be certifi ed 
for OEPA Operator Training Credits. Cost is just $72.  Space is limited to 75 registrants.  Contact John Norton at jnortons@aol.
com, or www.environmentalengineering.net or Linda at Miami SWCD at LRaterman@miamiswcd.org or call 335-7645.

Help Discover All of Ohio’s Bald Eagle Nests
Submitted by: Jasmine Grossnickle

ODNR Wildlife Offi cer
  

  For the fi rst time in eight years, 
the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources (ODNR) Division of Wildlife 
is attempting to fi nd every bald eagle 
nest in the Buckeye State and is 
asking citizen scientists to report their 
sightings of the national bird.
  Citizen scientists can submit sightings 
at wildohio.gov/reportwildlife now 
through to Tuesday, March 31, 2020. 

Watch for updates of verifi ed nests throughout the coming 
months at wildohio.gov.
  The bald eagle was once an endangered species, with 
only four nesting pairs in Ohio in 1979. However, thanks to 
partnerships between the Division of Wildlife, Ohio zoos, 
wildlife rehabilitation facilities, and concerned landowners, its 
population increased. The bald eagle was removed from the 
federal list of threatened and endangered species in 2007 and 
from Ohio’s list in 2012. 
  Wildlife biologists estimate that Ohio hosted more than 350 
nesting pairs of bald eagles in 2019. Many of those nests are 
situated along Ohio’s portion of Lake Erie, and along with 
Ohio’s rivers and reservoirs.
  It’s known the western Lake Erie marsh region is home to a 
sizeable population of bald eagles. And in southern Ohio, eagle 

nests are found near major rivers such as the Muskingum, 
Hocking, Scioto and the Great Miami River.
  Bald eagles in Ohio typically lay eggs and incubate in February 
and March. Young eagles leave the nest about three months 
later, usually in June. The birds nest in large trees such as 
sycamores, oaks, and cottonwoods near large bodies of water. 
Fish and carrion are preferred foods.
  Remember that bald eagles are still protected under both state 
law and the federal Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. It 
is illegal to disturb bald eagles. When viewing these majestic 
birds, remember to respect the bird’s space and stay at least 
100 yards away from the bird or nest. Disturbing bald eagles at 
the nest site could lead the pair to abandon the eggs.
   As with many of Ohio’s native wildlife species, bald eagles 
require specifi c habitat conditions to thrive. Bald eagle 
habitat protection and research is funded by the sale of bald 
eagle conservation license plates, income tax check-off 
donations to the Endangered Species and Wildlife Diversity 
Fund and sales of the Ohio Wildlife Legacy Stamp. Learn 
how to support Ohio's magnifi cent wildlife like the bald eagle 
at wildohio.gov/support.
  For more information, contact: Brian Plasters, Division 
of Wildlife (614) 265-6357 or Sarah Wickham, ODNR 
Communications (614) 265-6860. 

www.BrunsRealty.com

937-339-2300 &
• Real Estate
• Farm
• Antique
• Appraisal

937-606-4743
937-214-0431

HavenarAuctioneer.com

• Real Estate
• Farm
• Antique
• Appraisal

937-606-4743
937-214-0431

HavenarAuctioneer.com

You know farming.We know farm financing.

Farm Credit offers loans, leases and crop insurance.

VERSAILLES OFFICE 
10539 Kley Road

Versailles, OH  45380
937-526-5705 | e-farmcredit.com Farm Credit Mid-America is an equal housing lender.

Miami County Farm Bureau
Contact us

 
Phone: 937-335-1471

Email: miami@ofbf.org
 

Find us on Facebook: 
Miami County Ohio Farm Bureau

Our Century Together:

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS 

OF OHIO FARM BUREAU 



The

Newsletter

The

Newsletter

Gessaman’s Service LLC
Serving Miami County

 

 
           

Phone: 937-845-2122  Cell: 937-238-3992

Dumptruck Hauling
Driveways

Small Out Buildings

Dozer & Backhoe
Limestone

Pole Buildings 

This yearly event is brought to you by Norton Engineering and assisted by this offi ce.  These sessions are expected to be certifi ed 
for OEPA Operator Training Credits. Cost is just $72.  Space is limited to 75 registrants.  Contact John Norton at jnortons@aol.
com, or www.environmentalengineering.net or Linda at Miami SWCD at LRaterman@miamiswcd.org or call 335-7645.

Help Discover All of Ohio’s Bald Eagle Nests
Submitted by: Jasmine Grossnickle

ODNR Wildlife Offi cer
  

  For the fi rst time in eight years, 
the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources (ODNR) Division of Wildlife 
is attempting to fi nd every bald eagle 
nest in the Buckeye State and is 
asking citizen scientists to report their 
sightings of the national bird.
  Citizen scientists can submit sightings 
at wildohio.gov/reportwildlife now 
through to Tuesday, March 31, 2020. 

Watch for updates of verifi ed nests throughout the coming 
months at wildohio.gov.
  The bald eagle was once an endangered species, with 
only four nesting pairs in Ohio in 1979. However, thanks to 
partnerships between the Division of Wildlife, Ohio zoos, 
wildlife rehabilitation facilities, and concerned landowners, its 
population increased. The bald eagle was removed from the 
federal list of threatened and endangered species in 2007 and 
from Ohio’s list in 2012. 
  Wildlife biologists estimate that Ohio hosted more than 350 
nesting pairs of bald eagles in 2019. Many of those nests are 
situated along Ohio’s portion of Lake Erie, and along with 
Ohio’s rivers and reservoirs.
  It’s known the western Lake Erie marsh region is home to a 
sizeable population of bald eagles. And in southern Ohio, eagle 

nests are found near major rivers such as the Muskingum, 
Hocking, Scioto and the Great Miami River.
  Bald eagles in Ohio typically lay eggs and incubate in February 
and March. Young eagles leave the nest about three months 
later, usually in June. The birds nest in large trees such as 
sycamores, oaks, and cottonwoods near large bodies of water. 
Fish and carrion are preferred foods.
  Remember that bald eagles are still protected under both state 
law and the federal Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. It 
is illegal to disturb bald eagles. When viewing these majestic 
birds, remember to respect the bird’s space and stay at least 
100 yards away from the bird or nest. Disturbing bald eagles at 
the nest site could lead the pair to abandon the eggs.
   As with many of Ohio’s native wildlife species, bald eagles 
require specifi c habitat conditions to thrive. Bald eagle 
habitat protection and research is funded by the sale of bald 
eagle conservation license plates, income tax check-off 
donations to the Endangered Species and Wildlife Diversity 
Fund and sales of the Ohio Wildlife Legacy Stamp. Learn 
how to support Ohio's magnifi cent wildlife like the bald eagle 
at wildohio.gov/support.
  For more information, contact: Brian Plasters, Division 
of Wildlife (614) 265-6357 or Sarah Wickham, ODNR 
Communications (614) 265-6860. 

www.BrunsRealty.com

937-339-2300 &
• Real Estate
• Farm
• Antique
• Appraisal

937-606-4743
937-214-0431

HavenarAuctioneer.com

• Real Estate
• Farm
• Antique
• Appraisal

937-606-4743
937-214-0431

HavenarAuctioneer.com

You know farming.We know farm financing.

Farm Credit offers loans, leases and crop insurance.

VERSAILLES OFFICE 
10539 Kley Road

Versailles, OH  45380
937-526-5705 | e-farmcredit.com Farm Credit Mid-America is an equal housing lender.

Miami County Farm Bureau
Contact us

 
Phone: 937-335-1471

Email: miami@ofbf.org
 

Find us on Facebook: 
Miami County Ohio Farm Bureau

Our Century Together:

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS 

OF OHIO FARM BUREAU 



S O I L  &  W A T E RS O I L  &  W A T E R
CONSERVATIONCONSERVATION  DISTRICTDISTRICT

STAFF – MIAMI SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (Miami SWCD)
Kreig Smail - District Administrator  |  Kristin Lewber - Administrative Assistant
Linda Raterman - Information/PR Spec  |  Jennifer Korte - District Technician  |  Gavin Alexander - Drainage Technician               

STAFF – USDA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS)
Erika Kemper – District Conservationist  |  Renee Buck - Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologist

Board of Supervisors
Dan Batdorf
Don Hiegel
Jeff Shoup

Andy Shuman
Diane Yingst

Published Bi-Monthly

March/April 2020 ~ Vol. 69 No. 2
 Miami Soil & Water Conservation District
1330 N. County Road 25-A
Troy, Ohio 45373

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Nonprofi t Org.
US Postage Paid

Versailles, OH
Permit No. 19

The

Newsletter

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternate 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202/720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources 
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.

Upcoming Upcoming Events Events 
MAR 6 Film Series at Troy-Hayner: “Harvey”
7:30pm Troy-Hayner Cultural Center 301 West 
Main Street, Troy
MAR 7 Davidson Farm Forum 8:30am 
Edison College 
MAR 8 Daylight Saving Time begins
MAR 10 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors
6:30pm District Offi ce. Public Welcome
MAR 13 Tree Order & Miami SWCD 
Scholarship Application Deadline
MAR 17 Happy St. Patrick’s Day/Voting Day!
-Norton Stormwater Seminar 8am UVCC-ATC 
-St. Patrick’s Day 5K Beer Run  
www.cantstoprunningco.com
MAR 19 Happy Spring!
MAR 21 WACO LEGO Brick Master Showcase 
12 - 5PM 1865 S County Rd 25A  www.
wacoairmuseum.org/brick-master-showcase
MAR 26 An Evening with Indian Creek Distillery 
7-8PM Piqua Public Library 116 High Street, Piqua
Missy and Joe Duer, owners of historic Staley 
Mill Farm, home to Indian Creek Distillery, share 
the history of their 200-year-old distillery and their 
thoughts on The Widows by Jess Montgomery.
APR 1-4 WGI Sport of the Arts Color Guard 
World Championship Hobart Arena 255 
Adams Street, Troy.  wgi.org 
APR 5 Salute to the Railroaders
2 - 6PM Bradford Railroad Museum 200 N 
Miami Ave, Bradford
APR 6-7 PICK UP YOUR TREES @ the Duke 
Lundgard Building
APR 12 Happy Easter
APR 13 Registration opens for Tire Recycling 
(see story)
APR 14 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors
6:30pm District Offi ce. Public Welcome
APR 16 Tri County Pond Clinic (see story)
6:30pm 7922 Fenner Rd, Pleasant Hill
APR 25 5K Run Wild at Brukner Nature Center 
8AM - 11:30PM 5995 Horseshoe Bend Rd, Troy 
www.bruknernaturecenter.com

THERE’S STILL TIME!
You have until March 13th to get your order 
in for the Miami SWCD Annual Tree Seedling  
and Perennial Sale!  You have a choice of 20 
different 1-3 year bare root tree species and 
6 perennials this year in affordably priced 
and sized packets!  You can pick up your tree 
order on either April 6th from 2-6pm or on 

the 7th from 8am-6pm at the Duke Lundgard Building on the Miami County 
Fairgrounds.  New this year, extra trees sold throughout the posted hours of 
both days.

And we encourage anyone currently enrolled or 
seeking higher education in Ag or Natural Resources 
at a two or four year college or university to apply for 
the Miami SWCD Larry Studebaker Scholarships, 
offering TWO $750 scholarships. 
The criteria for applying are as follows:
1. Must be a Miami County, Ohio resident.
2. Must be an Agriculture or Natural Resources      
major, Green Careers included.
3. Must be enrolled for Fall Quarter/Semester of 2020.
4. MAY be a one-time prior Miami SWCD scholarship recipient.
WHERE AND HOW TO APPLY – Send completed applications, along with 
high school or college transcripts and three (3) letters of recommendations from 
three (3) references listed on the application form to:  Miami SWCD Scholarship 
Committee, 1330 North County Road 25A; Suite C,  Troy, Ohio 45373.  

DEADLINE for both Tree Seedlings orders and 
Scholarship applications FRIDAY MARCH 13th, 
2020 (postmarked).  Order forms and applications 
can be found at www.miamiswcd.org.  Feel free to 
call Kristin with any questions,  937/335-7645.

Just a thought-The Miami SWCD is also your 
source for Rain Barrels! Fifty-fi ve gallon food-grade 
barrels and rain barrel kits are available for just $45.  
Let us know if you’re interested and your barrel will 
be ready for you when you pick up your trees! 

CHWIETERMAN
Y

NC.Since 1946 Drainage Solutions is Our Business

Systematic Drainage • Excavating • Waterways
Sewage Systems • Conservation Projects

DOUG SCHWIETERMAN

4240 St. Rt. 49
Arcanum, OH 45304

Office: 937-548-3965

Mobile: 419-953-5727
Email: doug@cys-inc.com

www.cys-inc.com


