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To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources 
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.

MAY 1-JUL 31 Sculptures on the Square – Las 
Bicicletas Downtown Troy Ohio 937-339-5455 
www.TroyMainStreet.org 

MAY 9 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors 
Meeting 8AM District offi ce Public Welcome

MAY 11 Taste of Tipp & Business Expo 
$5, Open to the Public 4:30-7:30PM 
Ginghamsburg Church 6759 S. CR25A Tipp 
City 937-667-8300 www.tippcitychamber.org  

MAY 17 Tire Recycling Drop-off Day (must 
be registered) 9AM-1PM Miami County 
Fairgrounds

MAY 20 Food Truck Rally @ Miami County 
Fairgrounds 11AM- 9PM 650 N County Road 
25A, Troy 937-335-7492

MAY 20 Hug the Earth Festival @ Stillwater 
Prairie Preserve 12PM-5PM   9750 SR 185 
Covington 335-6273 www.MiamiCountyParks.com 

JUN 1-SEP 14 Piqua Community Farmers 
Market 3:30PM-7PM DT Piqua Ohio
773-9355  www.piquafarmersmarket.com

JUN 3-4 2017 Troy Strawberry Festival
339-7714 www.GoStrawberries.com

JUN 10 Canal Music Fest
7PM 35 Parkwood Ave., Tipp City 
667-8631  www.TippCityArtsCouncil.com

JUN 10-OCT 7 Downtown Troy Farmers Market 
9AM -12PM  339-5455  www.TroyMainStreet.org

JUN 13 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors 
Meeting 8AM District offi ce Public Welcome

JUN 17 West Milton Triathlon 8AM 
West Milton, Ohio www.Speedy-Feet.com

JUN 17 Rock Piqua! Riverfront Concert Series
7PM -11PM  773-9355  www.RockPiqua.co

JUL 7 Summer Concert Series – Jimi and Janis
7:30PM-9:30PM   Prouty Plaza DT Troy
339-0457 www.TroyHayner.org

Upcoming Events 

  \\ Rus Ely
      \\ Excavating, LLC
                                                   Covington, Ohio 45318

            Agricultural - Residential - Commercial
                            Excavation Services

   Phone: (937) 473-5446             Cell: (937) 603-0055

On May 17th, we’ll ask you to enter the Fairgrounds at the Northern most 
gate, travel to and unload at the semis parked in front of the Duke Lundgard 
Building and exit from there.

From our friends at Miami County Transfer Station….

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION will be held every 
Wednesday now through September from 9AM-1PM at the Transfer Station; 
fee is $1 per pound.

FREE PAPER SHREDDING on May 6 from 8AM-12PM @ Miami County 
Fairgrounds.  Free, secure document shredding for residents only. All paper will 
be recycled.  Maximum: FOUR boxes per resident.

For more information, please visit www.miamicountyohio.gov/recycling.

www.pioneerec.com

LENA  AG  CENTER

7436 N. Bollinger Rd.
Conover, Oh 45317

937.368.3856 or 800.589.4112
937.368.3857 Fax 
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8 Critical Cover Crop Best Practices 
-Ben Potter-AgWeb.com

 More farmers are using cover crops on their operation, 
notes Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey. That also 
means it’s as important as ever to share best practices so 
they can gain the maximum benefi ts from this production 
practice, he says.
 “Farmers using cover crops are seeing the benefi ts of 
reduced erosion, improved water quality and soil health – and 
even better weed control,” he says. “But, spring management 
decisions remain critical to successful cover cropping.
 The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Lad Stewardship, 
Practical Farmers of Iowa, Iowa State University, Iowa 
Learning Farms and USDA’s Agriculture Research Service 
worked together to assemble some best practices for using 
cover crops. Here are their top eight pieces of advice.
1. Evaluate for winterkill. For those who saw a mild winter 
(and many did), cover crops that usually die may have 
overwintered instead. Some species like oilseed radish and 
oats typically winterkill, with no additional spring management 
needed. Other species consistently overwinter, like cereal 
rye, winter wheat and triticale.
2. Know the termination options. There are two main types 
– tillage and herbicides. Tillage can be effective but also 
reduces the cover crop’s effectiveness against erosion and 
weed suppression. Herbicides should only be applied after 
plants have greened up.
3. Consider nitrogen needs. Winter cereal cover crops can 
effectively reduce available N through April and May, so 
consider applying 30 lb. to 50 lb. of N at or near corn planting. 
That will help overcome soil N that is tied up early season.
4. Evaluate planter setup. In particular, double-check that 
the seed slot/trench is properly closed at planting. Open 
seed slots can damage corn seed (soybean seeds seem to 
rebound better).
5. Scout for insects. Be especially mindful where winter 
cereal cover crop biomass is thick. Be on the lookout for 
armyworm species in these instances.
6. Know crop insurance requirements. Find specifi cs at www.
rma.usda.gov/help/faq/covercrops2016.html.
7. Begin planning for next year now. Determine now what 
cover crops are going to have the best fi t. Study residual 
herbicides that may have carryover restrictions for certain 
cover crop species. This chart will help.
8. Take the survey. The Conservation Technology Information 
Center (CTIC) conducts an annual cover crop survey, 
which takes about 15 minutes to complete, is completely 
anonymous and helps CTIC guide cover crop policy, research 
and education.
 

Care to Canoe?
Several Opportunities are coming up!

JUNE 9th - Stillwater Education Float-Darke County 
Greenville Creek $5 fee to cover lunch. Call 937/548-2410
JUNE 16th - Stillwater Clean Up-Miami County 8:30AM-
1PM? Lunch provided. This can be a strenuous day, so we’ll 
rely on you to know your own level of ability. Call Linda @ 
335-7645 to register!
JULY 7th - Stillwater Education Float-Miami County-
Blankenship to Fenner (tentative). $5 fee to cover lunch.  
Call 335-7645.

Looking ahead…
JULY 21st-22nd - Clean Sweep of the Great Miami 
River. We’ll have more information in the JULY/AUGUST 
newsletter regarding this large and really awesome event 
that takes to cleaning up the entire length of the Great 
Miami River! But to learn more now, please check out 
www.cleansweepofthegreatmiamiriver.org or call 335-7645 
to fi nd out the nearest section to you and/or to register for 
this event. 

From our friends at ODNR….submitted by Jasmine 
Grossnickle-Miami County Wildlife Offi cer

Reminding People to Leave Wildlife in the Wild:         
Good intentions can hurt

 The spring season has arrived, 
offering many opportunities for 
Ohioans to help protect young wildlife. 
Each year, Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources (ODNR) offi cials offer this 
simple advice: enjoy wildlife from a 
distance, and leave young animals 
alone. Wild animals are born to live 
their lives in the wild, and sometimes 
good intentions can hurt their chances of survival. 
 A young wild animal’s best chance for survival is with 
its mother. Most wildlife taken in by people do not survive, 
except when handled by specially-trained personnel. In 
many cases, a young animal collected by a person was not 
lost or abandoned, but was simply waiting for a parent to 
return.
 Many adult wild animals will leave their young alone while 
they forage for food or to divert the attention of predators 
away from their vulnerable young, especially during the 
daylight hours. In the case of white-tailed deer, a doe will hide 
her young from predators by leaving it alone in a secluded 
spot, such as a grassy meadow or a fl ower bed. A hidden 
fawn has virtually no scent, and when the fawn is left alone, it 
is diffi cult for predators to fi nd. The doe is usually nearby and 
will tend to the fawn during the night.
 Baby birds that have fallen from their nests are one of the 
most common wildlife species that are removed by humans 
from the wild. Contrary to popular belief, human scent 
will not prevent the parents from returning to care for 
their young. Individuals should return the baby birds back in 
their nests and then walk away so the parents can continue 
to feed the birds without fear of humans.
 If individuals fi nd a young animal that is visibly injured or 
clearly in severe distress and may need assistance, visit 
wildohio.gov/staywild before taking any action. Specifi c 
information for commonly encountered wildlife is available to 
help guide people on how to best help the wild animal.
 State and federal laws protect and regulate wildlife in Ohio, 
and only specially trained and licensed wildlife rehabilitators, 
with special permits issued by the ODNR Division of Wildlife, 
may possess and care for native wild animals. These laws 
are in place for the benefi t of humans as well as wild animals.
 To further protect young and vulnerable wild animals, keep 
pets under control so they do not raid nests or injure wild 
animals. Also, remember to keep pets inoculated against 
parasites and diseases before venturing out this spring.
 Always check for nests before cutting down trees or 
clearing brush. It is best to cut trees and clear brush in the 
autumn when nesting season is over. Teach children to 
respect wildlife and their habitat, observing wildlife from a 
distance.
 Contact a local wildlife offi cial before taking action. Call 
800-WILDLIFE (800-945-3543) or visit wildohio.gov/staywild 
to connect with the proper individuals and to read about 
species-specifi c guidance. Human intervention is always a 
wild animal’s last hope for survival, never its best hope.
 ODNR ensures a balance between wise use and protection 
of our natural resources for the benefi t of all. Visit the ODNR 
website at ohiodnr.gov.

Thanks to all who ordered trees from the MIAMI 
SWCD ANNUAL TREE SEEDLING SALE!  It was 
a busy couple of days in April, but we’re happy to report that 
about 9,700 new trees and 250 ground cover and perennials 
will be beautifying our world! 

We’d also like to thank the 
TROY FOUNDATION for a 
generous grant that allowed 
several schools to receive trees 
that will either beautify their 
campuses or be sent home 
with students. 

Tippecanoe High School Outdoor/
Angler Club has completed a project 
of planting 200 Colorado blue 
spruces.  A natural barrier of Colorado 
blue spruces was planted between 
Tippecanoe High School and Tipp 
Cowlesville Road on April 12th. This 
additional landscaping will help with 
the overall appearance of the High 
School as well as a great memorial 

to Ms. Janet Barnard, a 
former Biology teacher at 
Tippecanoe and outdoors 
club advisor. A special thank 
you goes to Miami County 
Grange, Master Gardeners 
and Volunteers for packing.

Gessaman’s Service LLC
Serving Miami County
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-Ben Potter-AgWeb.com
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notes Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey. That also 
means it’s as important as ever to share best practices so 
they can gain the maximum benefi ts from this production 
practice, he says.
 “Farmers using cover crops are seeing the benefi ts of 
reduced erosion, improved water quality and soil health – and 
even better weed control,” he says. “But, spring management 
decisions remain critical to successful cover cropping.
 The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Lad Stewardship, 
Practical Farmers of Iowa, Iowa State University, Iowa 
Learning Farms and USDA’s Agriculture Research Service 
worked together to assemble some best practices for using 
cover crops. Here are their top eight pieces of advice.
1. Evaluate for winterkill. For those who saw a mild winter 
(and many did), cover crops that usually die may have 
overwintered instead. Some species like oilseed radish and 
oats typically winterkill, with no additional spring management 
needed. Other species consistently overwinter, like cereal 
rye, winter wheat and triticale.
2. Know the termination options. There are two main types 
– tillage and herbicides. Tillage can be effective but also 
reduces the cover crop’s effectiveness against erosion and 
weed suppression. Herbicides should only be applied after 
plants have greened up.
3. Consider nitrogen needs. Winter cereal cover crops can 
effectively reduce available N through April and May, so 
consider applying 30 lb. to 50 lb. of N at or near corn planting. 
That will help overcome soil N that is tied up early season.
4. Evaluate planter setup. In particular, double-check that 
the seed slot/trench is properly closed at planting. Open 
seed slots can damage corn seed (soybean seeds seem to 
rebound better).
5. Scout for insects. Be especially mindful where winter 
cereal cover crop biomass is thick. Be on the lookout for 
armyworm species in these instances.
6. Know crop insurance requirements. Find specifi cs at www.
rma.usda.gov/help/faq/covercrops2016.html.
7. Begin planning for next year now. Determine now what 
cover crops are going to have the best fi t. Study residual 
herbicides that may have carryover restrictions for certain 
cover crop species. This chart will help.
8. Take the survey. The Conservation Technology Information 
Center (CTIC) conducts an annual cover crop survey, 
which takes about 15 minutes to complete, is completely 
anonymous and helps CTIC guide cover crop policy, research 
and education.
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Each year, Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources (ODNR) offi cials offer this 
simple advice: enjoy wildlife from a 
distance, and leave young animals 
alone. Wild animals are born to live 
their lives in the wild, and sometimes 
good intentions can hurt their chances of survival. 
 A young wild animal’s best chance for survival is with 
its mother. Most wildlife taken in by people do not survive, 
except when handled by specially-trained personnel. In 
many cases, a young animal collected by a person was not 
lost or abandoned, but was simply waiting for a parent to 
return.
 Many adult wild animals will leave their young alone while 
they forage for food or to divert the attention of predators 
away from their vulnerable young, especially during the 
daylight hours. In the case of white-tailed deer, a doe will hide 
her young from predators by leaving it alone in a secluded 
spot, such as a grassy meadow or a fl ower bed. A hidden 
fawn has virtually no scent, and when the fawn is left alone, it 
is diffi cult for predators to fi nd. The doe is usually nearby and 
will tend to the fawn during the night.
 Baby birds that have fallen from their nests are one of the 
most common wildlife species that are removed by humans 
from the wild. Contrary to popular belief, human scent 
will not prevent the parents from returning to care for 
their young. Individuals should return the baby birds back in 
their nests and then walk away so the parents can continue 
to feed the birds without fear of humans.
 If individuals fi nd a young animal that is visibly injured or 
clearly in severe distress and may need assistance, visit 
wildohio.gov/staywild before taking any action. Specifi c 
information for commonly encountered wildlife is available to 
help guide people on how to best help the wild animal.
 State and federal laws protect and regulate wildlife in Ohio, 
and only specially trained and licensed wildlife rehabilitators, 
with special permits issued by the ODNR Division of Wildlife, 
may possess and care for native wild animals. These laws 
are in place for the benefi t of humans as well as wild animals.
 To further protect young and vulnerable wild animals, keep 
pets under control so they do not raid nests or injure wild 
animals. Also, remember to keep pets inoculated against 
parasites and diseases before venturing out this spring.
 Always check for nests before cutting down trees or 
clearing brush. It is best to cut trees and clear brush in the 
autumn when nesting season is over. Teach children to 
respect wildlife and their habitat, observing wildlife from a 
distance.
 Contact a local wildlife offi cial before taking action. Call 
800-WILDLIFE (800-945-3543) or visit wildohio.gov/staywild 
to connect with the proper individuals and to read about 
species-specifi c guidance. Human intervention is always a 
wild animal’s last hope for survival, never its best hope.
 ODNR ensures a balance between wise use and protection 
of our natural resources for the benefi t of all. Visit the ODNR 
website at ohiodnr.gov.
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