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INTRODUCING GAVIN ALEXANDER, DRAINAGE TECH

Gavin Alexander started his career with the Miami Soll
and Water Conservation District in August and comes
to us from Pleasant Hill, where he and his family farm
and raise sheep.

Gavin graduated from The Ohio State University
Agriculture Technical Institute (ATI) in 2015 with an
Associates of Applied Science/Ag System Management.
Among his many qualities, he is proficient in CAD
and has shown a great many skills that have further
enhanced the benefits our office can provide.

Before he came to us, Gavin worked at Apple Farm
Service in the Precision Ag Department. He is also a volunteer firefighter
for Pleasant Hill Newton Township Fire District. We hope you’ll stop in and
say hello to Gavin.

NRCS Announces Ohio EQIP Application Deadline

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) announced Friday, November 17, 2017, as the deadline to
submit applications for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
in Ohio.

EQIP is a voluntary conservation program that helps agricultural producers
protect the environment while promoting agricultural production. With EQIP,
NRCS conservation experts provide technical assistance to implement
environmentally beneficial conservation practices on working agricultural land.

Financial assistance is now available in a variety of agricultural categories
such as cropland, forestry, pasture operations, high tunnels, organic, and many
more listed on the Ohio NRCS website under “EQIP Application Deadlines.”

To participate in USDA conservation programs, applicants should be farmers
or farm or forest landowners and must meet eligibility criteria. Applications
signed and submitted to NRCS by the November 17 deadline will be evaluated
for fiscal year 2018 funding.

Applications for EQIP submitted by entities, such as agricultural producers
applying as a corporation, must have a DUNS (Data Universal Numbering
System) number and an active SAM (System for Award Management)
registration status when applying, a process that may take several weeks.
Applications cannot be processed without this information. Information on
obtaining a DUNS number and registering with SAM is posted here.

To learn more about EQIP or other technical and financial assistance
available through NRCS conservation programs, visit Get Started with NRCS
or visit your local USDA Service Center. Contact Erika or Justin at the Miami
office at 335-1918.

Upecoming Evegnts

NOV 4 Second Story Secrets 3PM-7PM
1 E. Main St. Troy www.troycommunityworks.org/
second-story-secrets

NOV 5 Daylight Savings Time Ends
NOV 10 Office will be closed for Veterans Day
NOV 11 Veterans Day

NOV 11 Holiday Horse Parade 7PM-9PM DT
Piqua 773-9355 www.MainStreetPiqua.com

NOV 11-12 A Winter’s Yuletide Gathering
All Day www.DowntownTippCity.org

NOV 13 Miami East Test Your Well Fair

NOV 14 Miami SWCD Board Meeting
8AM District office. Public Welcome

NOV 17-19 Holiday Welcome Weekend!

SHOP MIAMI COUNTY! 3 Days, 5 Towns, 100+
Unique Shops and Restaurants
homegrowngreat.com/holiday-welcome-weekend/
NOV 23-24 Happy Thanksgiving Office closed.
NOV 24 Hometown Holiday and Grand
lllumination 4PM-10PM DT Troy 339-5455
www.TroyMainStreet.org

DEC 1 Christmas on the Green DT Piqua
6PM-9PM 937-773-9355 www.MainStreetPiqua.com
DEC 2 Brukner Nature Center’s Winter Arts &
Crafts Show 9AM-4PM 5995 Horseshoe Bend
Rd. Troy 698-6493 www.BruknerNatureCenter.com
DEC 2 Tippecanoe Christmas in the Village

NN- 5PM DT Tipp City 667-8631 www.
TippChristmas.com

DEC 2-3 Holiday Open House at Hayner Cultural
Center 1PM-5PM 301 W. Main Street, Troy
339-0457 www.TroyHayner.org

DEC 12 Miami SWCD Board Meeting
8AM District office. Public Welcome

DEC 25 Merry Christmas! Office closed.
JAN 1 Happy New Year! Office closed.

JAN 1 World Race for Hope 5k 1:30PM
www.runsignup.com/Race/OH/Troy/
WorldRaceforHopeTroy
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Water & Soil Testing Fair
Monday, November 13th, 4:30-6:30PM
Miami East High School Cafeteria (Door #12)

3925 N. SR 589 Casstown

Thanks to a generous grant from
the National FFA, Miami East FFA
will be hosting a special event that
will allow you to confidentially test
your water for iron, nitrate and
nitrite. Free iron testing is new to
this eventalong with the free nitrate,
nitrite, pH, nitrogen, phosphorous
and potassium testing. Soil testing
is also available this year along
with informational speakers on water quality, soil health,
well maintenance, gardening practices and more.

To collect your well water sample (ideal collection is
11/13; the fresher the sample the better):
* Use any clean jar that seals tightly or pick up a free
sample bottle from Miami SWCD (335-7645)
* Remove any screen or filter from faucet
* Fill sample vessel to the top without touching the
inside, lip or lid of jar
* Refrigerate until the event.

To collect your soil sample property:

* Remove top debris, residue or grass from sampling
area

» Using a soil probe, soil knife or spade to take 15-20
samples in a zig-sag pattern with each sample going
6-8 inches deep

» Mix all samples in clean, dry bucket and let air dry to a
crumbly texture

» Separate samples need to be taken from areas with
distinctive soil types, plant performance, hilly areas or
recently limed or fertilized areas.

» Contact OSU-Extension Miami County for more
detailed info on sampling at 440-3945 or bennett.709@
osu.edu

A more detailed flyer with information is available on

our website at www.miamiswcd.org or contact Miami
East FFA-MVCTC FFA at 335-7070 x 212 or email Mrs.
Carity at mcarity@miamieast.k12.oh.us.

Harvest Land

YOUR Covington Ag Center

CERTIFIED 550 E. Broadway, PO. Box 65
Covington, OH 45318
CROP. Tel: 937-473-2422 or 800-532-9102
ADVISORS Fax: 937-473-2210

You know farming.We know farm financing.

Farm Credit offers loans, leases and crop insurance.

VERSAILLES OFFICE
10539 Kley Road
Versailles, OH 45380
937-526-5705 | e-farmcredit.com

e;ga
farmcrepiT

MID-AMERICA @

Farm Credit Mid-America is an equal housing lender. ~ Eae:

\\ Rus Ely
\\ Excavating, LL.C

Covington, Ohio 45318

Agricultural - Residential - Commercial
Excavation Services

Phone: (937) 473-5446 Cell: (937) 603-0055

w
MELINDA LEE

Organization Director
Champaign, Clark, Darke, Greene _and
and Miami counties

w (937) 335-1471

¢ (740)777-3613

£ (937)332-3606

mlee@ofbf.org

OHIO FARM BUREAU"

Champaign, C

P:937-335-1471 | F:93

Greene County
P.O. Box 906 | 1425 Rombach Ave

NC.  Siu 1946 Duainage Solutious is Ou Business
www.cys-inc.com

DouG SCHWIETERMAN
4240 St. Rt. 49
Arcanum, OH 45304

Office: 937-548-3965
Mobile: 419-953-5727
Email: doug@cys-inc.com

Systentatic Duainage « Excavating » Wateuvays
Sewage Systents - Consewation Puojects

ponds * fence rows ¢ building pads ¢ waterways
animal waste pits » track hoe work * ditch work

Forest Pence
4443 stoker road
houston, ohio 45333
937.295.2750

HOME | AUTOMOBILE | FARM COVINGTON | NEW CARLISLE
/ SD PIQUA | TROY

KOVERMAN STALEY DICKERSON
INSURANCE

For 24 | 7 | 365 Insurance Services www.ksdins.com
Proudly Representing Buckeye Insurance Group




The NEW 2017 Miami County Plat Book

Available at Miami SWCD

Stop in to purchase this updated
plat book, now available for $23. Miami
SWCD office hours are 8AM-5PM and
we are located at 1330 N. County Road
25A, just north of the fairgrounds. We
accept cash, check, or money order
only. Call 335-7645 if you have any
questions

The 2017 Miami County plat book is
also available at OSU Extension Miami
County, located in the Miami County
Courthouse. Call OSU-Ext. Miami County at 440-3945.

Winter Time Stormwater Management Tips

for Miami County Residents
Excess salt and other de-icing chemicals can harm aquatic
life in our streams and impact drinking water supplies. This
winter, you can help by following these environmentally
friendly snow removal practices.

» Shovel snow before in turns to ice to limit the need for
de-icing chemicals like rock salt.

*Shovel snow onto non-paved surfaces such as
landscaped and/or grassy areas. As the snow melts,
it will soak into the ground rather than flow directly into
nearby stormdrains or streams.

» Sand and sawdust can be used as an environmentally
friendly alternative to commonly used salt products.
Cracked corn has been suggested as an alternative
because animals can eat it before it gets washed into
the storm drains in the spring.

 After snowmelt, sweep up residues, including sand, to
prevent it from washing into storm drains and streams.

» Using the old fashioned approach of a shovel means
eliminating ice and snow without harmful chemicals
and with all the added benefits of physical exercise!

Speaker or Educational Resources
Remember that Linda Raterman,
Information/Public Relations Specialist
with the Miami SWCD is available to
speak at your business and club meetings
as well as assisting the educator in
achieving curriculum standards and
natural resources education goals. She
holds certificates in Project Learning
Tree, Project WILD and Wet, Growing
Up Wild, Science and Civics, Food, Land and People, Aldo
Leopold Project and others. All programs and presentations
are free and can cover a wide range of natural resources
topics adhering to current curriculum standards on earth and
physical sciences, especially rocks minerals and soils and
the physical earth. Programs for pre-school to 12th grade
in soils and soils formation, observations of nature, earth’s
resources, earth’s surface, energy, geology, wildlife, habitat,
forestry, civics and even weather can be created specifically
for and presented to your students, or Scouts group. Linda
would also be happy to speak on water conservation and
conservation practices such as rain gardens, rain barrels,
pervious concrete and more.

Please don'’t hesitate to contact her at 335-7645, ext 230
or LRaterman@miamiswcd.org to arrange your presentation!

Cooperator
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From our friends at Farm Service Agency...
2018 Noninsured Crop Disaster

Assistance Program (NAP)
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers who are
interested in the 2018 Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP), of the need to apply for coverage by the
following crop deadline dates. This program is for crops not
currently covered by multi-peril crop insurance. Coverage is
for losses caused by natural conditions.

* November 20, 2017 is the deadline for 2018 NAP coverage
on apples, asparagus, blueberries, cane berries, cherries,
chestnuts, forage for hay and pasture, grapes, nectarines,
peaches, pears, plums, strawberries, honey, maple sap and
hops.

* March 15, 2018 is the deadline for 2018 NAP coverage
on forage sorghum, oats, potatoes, sunflowers and all spring
planted specialty crops grown for food.

Late filing requests for coverage are possible with effective
dates being adjusted. The program offers basic coverage
at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses
that exceed 50 percent of expected production. The service
fee for basic NAP coverage is the lesser of $250 per crop or
$750 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a
total of $1,875 for a producer with farming interest in multiple
counties. With additional premium charges producers can
choose higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their
expected production at 100 percent of the average market
price. Protection is especially helpful to beginning and
socially disadvantaged producers, as well as farmers with
limited resources, who will receive service fee waivers and
50% premium reductions for expanded coverage.

2018 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements,
all producers are encouraged to visit the Miami County
FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the
applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for
Miami County:

* November 15, 2017 all hay and pasture ground

* December 15, 2017 Fall Barley, Fall Wheat and all

other Fall-Seeded small grains

For questions regarding crop certification or to make an
appointment please contact the Miami County FSA Office at
937-335-1918 ext. 2.

Looking ahead to 2018!
Annual Tree Seedling Sale-Jan-Mar 2018
Your 2018 Miami SWCD Annual Tree Seedling Sale order
form will be inserted in the January/February Cooperator
Newsletter. You'll also be able to stop by and pick one up at
the office or go online to our website at: www.miamiswcd.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

GREETINGS OF THE SEASON ! ALL THE BESTTO YOU FROM.
Miami SWCD Supervisors ~ an Diane Scolt Don And

Miaml SWCD Staff ~ Krelg Jenny Kristin Linda Gavin
NRCS Staff ~ Erika Justin Brian Renee

Remember the Miami
SWCD for Holiday
gift-giving!

Rain barrels kits and
55-gallon food grade

barrels are available [y
for just $45. <
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