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To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources 
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.

Upcoming  Events ALL 88 OHIO COUNTIES OFFICIALLY 
DECLARED DISASTER AREAS  

~From Ohio Farm Bureau FB page

From a polar vortex to tornados to excessive rain and fl ooding, Ohio has seen 
just about every challenge that Mother Nature can offer in 2019. Now farmers in 
all 88 counties of the state can sign up for disaster assistance after Ohio’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) has declared every corner of the state a disaster area.

“Farmers who opted for Prevented Plant this year will already be getting 
some much needed help with ‘Top Up’ payments for those unplanted acres 
automatically, but more funding may be there for counties declared disaster 
areas,” said Jack Irvin, Ohio Farm Bureau’s senior director of state and national 
policy. “We are recommending that members visit their county FSA offi ce to see 
what additional resources they might qualify for.”

Ohio had a record 1.5 million Prevented Plant acres of would-be corn and 
soybeans this year. 

Ohio wasn’t alone in the struggles of 2019. Parts of Iowa and Nebraska 
experienced heavy fl ooding along the Mississippi River, wildfi res ravaged 
acres of the west and the southeast portion of the U.S. suffered major hurricane 
damage. All those affected by natural disasters will be looking for some 
assistance from the recently passed disaster relief bill, which allots just over $3 
billion for agricultural losses.

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Ohio/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_
Condition/2019/cw4119oh.pdf

“Winter is the time for comfort, for good food 
and warmth, for the touch of a friendly hand 
and for a talk beside the fi re: it is the time for 
home.” - Edith Sitwell

NOV 8-9 Country Workshop Artists Fine Arts & Fine 
Crafts Sale, Staunton Grange 1530 N. Market, Troy
NOV 8-DEC 22 Holiday Welcome Weekends 
5 Towns, 100+ Unique Shops, Restaurants & Events 
over multiple weekends.
NOV 9 Honoring Veterans at the Bradford Railroad 
Museum 10AM - 3PM 200 N Miami Ave, Bradford  
www.bradfordrrmuseum.org/
NOV 9-NOV 10 A Winter’s Yuletide Gathering DT 
Tipp CIty www.downtowntippcity.org
NOV 11 Veterans Day Offi ce Closed
NOV 12 Miami SWCD Board Meeting 7PM District 
offi ce. Public Welcome
NOV 13 Portals to Piqua’s Past Piqua Public Library 
7-8PM 116 High St, Piqua  www.piqualibrary.org/
content/portals-piquas-past-3
NOV 16 Covington Holiday Open House DT Covington
9AM - 4PM 
NOV 16 Holiday Horse Parade DT Piqua 7-9PM  
Contact 937-773-9355 or mainstreetpiqua.com
NOV 16 Mayfl ower Movie – The Nightmare Before 
Christmas 7PM  9 West Main Street, Troy   www.
mayfl owerartscenter.com/
NOV 21-24 West Milton Holiday Open House  DT 
West Milton
NOV 22 Sugar Grove Bluegrass @Troy-Hayner 
Cultural Center 7:30 - 9:30PM  301 West Main 
Street, Troy www.troyhayner.org
NOV 28-29 Happy Thanksgiving Offi ce Closed
NOV 29 Hometown Holiday & Grand Illumination 
Prouty Plaza 5 - 8:30PM  troymainstreet.org
DEC 6 Christmas on the Green in DT Piqua
6 - 9PM  mainstreetpiqua.com
DEC 7 Christmas in the Village – Home Tour DT 
Tipp City tippchristmas.com 
DEC 7 Sounds of the Season Concert St. James 
Episcopal Church 200 High St, Piqua 3 - 5PM  
www.piquaartscouncil.org
DEC 10 Miami SWCD Board Meeting 7PM District 
offi ce. Public Welcome
DEC 14 Holly Jolly 5K/10K Run City of Piqua Building
8AM - 12PM  mainstreetpiqua.com
DEC 25 Merry Christmas Offi ce Closed
JAN 1 Happy New Year! Offi ce Closed
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STORMWATER TIPS FOR 
FALL AND WINTER

Yard debris, including leaves and other organic plant materials 
like shrubbery/trimmings and grass clippings, can be a 
signifi cant source of stormwater pollution when allowed to 
leave your property and enter storm drains, carrying fertilizers 
and pesticides to rivers and streams...plus they can clog the 
storm drains!

For Fall, consider adopting these 
practices for your home.  Some nice 
side effects:  you’ll save money and 
time!  
• You might have one more mowing 

yet for this year. Something to 
consider if you don’t already have 
one is purchasing  a mulching lawn 
mower to send those grass clippings 
and light shredded leaf litter back to the soil. 

• Don’t use your hose as a broom. Sweep up yard debris 
rather than washing it down the driveway or street.

• Pile up to two inches of remaining leaf mulch to fl ower beds 
and around trees to suppress weed growth, improve soil 
structure and reduce the need for fertilizer

• By not using that leaf blower and leaving the leaves on your 
property, you can reduce noise and greenhouse gases, 
and avoids spreading dust into the air. Plus, pollinators that 
overwinter in the leaves will not be harmed. 

• If you fertilize your lawn, do it in the fall rather than springtime. 
Fall fertilizations promote vigorous root growth and prevent 
fertilizer from leaching into our streams.

• Do a soil test and consider phosphorus-free fertilizers. 
Contact your OSU County Extension Service offi ce for more 
information.

• Choose fertilizers with “slow release” forms of nitrogen which 
are less likely to leach untreated from your yard through the 
storm drains into our rivers, creeks, and streams.

• Read and follow manufactures' instructions. More is not 
better!

• Pile the leaves somewhere where they won’t be disturbed 
and not too sheltered, as the pile needs to get wet 
occasionally. In about two years or less, they’ll naturally 
break down to a 20% smaller pile.

• Toss them in your woods or ask permission of someone 
who has a woods.  

• For more tips on leaving the leaves, check out this website: 
http://www.leaveleavesalone.org/

During the Winter months, it’s completely 
understandable to think safety fi rst 
when it comes to ice and snow, but if 
at all possible, consider adopting these 
practices to reduce excess salt and 
other deicing chemicals that can harm 
aquatic life in our streams and impact 
drinking water supplies.

Winter Tips:
• Shovel snow before it turns to ice to limit the need for deicing 

chemicals like rock salt.
• Shovel snow onto non-paved surfaces such as landscaped 

and/or grassy areas. As the snow melts, it will soak into the 
ground rather than fl ow directly into a nearby storm drain or 
stream.

• Sand, sawdust and even clean kitty litter can be used as 
an environmentally-friendly alternative to commonly used 
salt products. Cracked corn has been suggested as an 
alternative because animals can eat it before it gets washed 
into the storm sewers in the spring. 

• After snowmelt, sweep up residues, including sand, to 
prevent it from washing into storm drains and streams.

• Using the old fashioned approach of a shovel means 
eliminating ice and snow without harmful chemicals and 
with all the added benefi ts of physical exercise!

RAIN BARREL KITS & BARRELS

FOR SALE!
We had a little fun decorating our rain barrel for the 
Fall Farm Fest in October, but that doesn’t mean we’re 
kidding when we say 55-Gallon Food Grade Barrels 
and Kits are available for sale at our offi ce for just $45!

If you’ve got that someone on your gift list who seems 
to have everything, it might be a safe bet they don’t 
have a rain barrel!  Give us a call if you’d like more 
details.

A FEW REMINDERS FROM OUR 
LIKE-MINDED FRIENDS…

 
FROM OSU-EXTENSION MIAMI COUNTY:  Keep your 
eyes open for more details about two separate meetings 
focusing on Farm Bill Updates!  The location will be the 
Miami County Fairgrounds on December 12 at 9 a.m. and 7 
p.m. Call 440-3945 for more information.

FROM PHEASANTS FOREVER: Attention Landowners: 
There will be a Conservation Reserve Program General 
Sign-up in December. Details are limited at this time, but 
more to follow.  If interested in creating some much needed 
wildlife habitat by retiring some of your less productive 
acres of cropland, please contact Renee Buck, Pheasants 
Forever Farm BIll Wildlife Biologist at 937-578-8264, 
rbuck@pheasantsforever.org.  Keep your eye out for more 
information from the USDA as the sign-up approaches.  

FROM MIAMI COUNTY PARK DISTRICT:  Let the Holiday 
Lights at Lost Creek Reserve light up your holidays this year.  
On Fridays and Saturdays from November 29th-December 
29th, from 6PM-9PM, you can be transported into a winter 
wonderland with over 50 animated light displays throughout 
the grounds of the Historic Knoop Homestead.  Presented 
by Bruns Realty Group, go online to MiamiCountyParks.
com to learn more.  $10/car,$30/large passenger van.

You know farming.We know farm financing.

Farm Credit offers loans, leases and crop insurance.
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