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political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternate 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202/720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources 
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.

Upcoming Upcoming 
Events Events 

OCT 3 Celebrate Fall at the Johnston Farm
12 - 5PM  Johnston Farm & Indian Agency
9845 North Hardin Rd. Piqua
www.johnstonfarmohio.com/index.php
OCT 9 Downtown Piqua Chocolate Walk
5:30 - 8PM DT Piqua 326 N Main St. | Piqua, 
OH 45356 mainstreetpiqua.com
OCT 10 Fall on the Farm @ Lost Creek 
Reserve 1 - 4PM  2385 OH-41 Troy  www.
miamicountyparks.com 
OCT 12 Columbus Day Offi ce Closed
OCT 13 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors 
Meeting 6:30P District Offi ce  Public Welcome
OCT 20 Haunted Miami County 6:30 - 8PM 
Piqua Public Library 116 High Street | Piqua, 
OH 45356
OCT 31 Hometown Halloween
NOV 10 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors 
Meeting 6:30P District Offi ce  Public Welcome
7 - 9PM Downtown Piqua
NOV 11 Veterans Day Offi ce Closed
NOV 14 Holiday Horse Parade 326 N Main St. 
Piqua, OH 45356 9AM - 12PM Downtown Troy 
– Prouty Plaza 1 West Main Street,Troy
NOV 14  - NOV 15 A Winter’s Yuletide 
Gathering Downtown Tipp City 6 South 3rd St.  
Tipp City troymainstreet.org
NOV 26 Happy Thanksgiving Offi ce Closed
NOV 27 Hometown Holiday and Grand 
Illumination
5 - 8:30PM  Prouty Plaza 405 Public Sq. Troy
NOV 27-DEC 18 Holiday Lights at Lost Creek 
Reserve
NOV 30 Game Night @ Piqua Public Library
6 - 8PM 116 High Street Piqua 
www.piqualibrary.org

Kevin C. Otte

Independent Soil & Crop Fertility Management Services

Marc A. Otte

419-925-0069                otteag@otte-ag1.com

“Don’t Guess...Soil Test”
Our Consultants:

7368 Indian Trail Road
Maria Stein, OH 45860

2020 All Ag Meeting & Banquet Highlights
In keeping with how EVERYTHING is different in 2020, we had a much 
smaller and, for the most part, socially distanced and masked gathering of 55 
individuals at the 16th All Ag Annual Meeting and Banquet held September 
3rd at the Duke Lundgard Building at the Miami County Fairgrounds. 
 
We held to an agenda that included business conducted for our offi ce, Miami 
County Farm Bureau, Miami County Ag Society and NRCS with reports sent 
in by partners OSU-Extension Miami County and FSA.  We still held a 50/50 
and we asked trivia questions that seemed to go over well with those in 
attendance.  Jennifer Coleman represented the Soybean Council with an 
informative and very entertaining speech and we still had beautiful fl owers 
on the tables thanks to Cynda Renner.  

For our part, the Miami SWCD honored 
several well deserving individuals for 
jobs well done.  Congratulations are 
in order for Ann Shuttleworth being 
named 2020 Cooperator of the Year.  
Ann’s been a devoted land steward and 
eloquent supporter for agriculture and 
natural resources and along with taking 
advantage of programs and practices, 
has entered over 130 acres of her 

land outside Casstown in the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Local Ag 
Easement Purchase Program, ensuring that the property will be farmland 
forever.    

We also want to congratulate Mindy Tipton, a 
teacher at Bethel Middle School. Mindy was 
named our 2020 Educator of the Year for her 
program titled Technology 7, intended for her 
7th grade classes and meant to inspire them to 
seek and research the latest in innovations and 
technology that boost progress while benefi ting 
or not harming the environment. She did not 
attend the meeting, but received her award the 
next day at her school, seen here with Bethel 
Local Schools Principal, Tim Zigler. 
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2020 All Ag Meeting & Banquet Highlights 
Continued

Miami SWCD $750 
Scholarships recipients were 
also recognized.  Fairlawn 
graduate and current Ag 
Systems Management major 
at The Ohio State University, 
Garrett Smail, son of Kreig 
and Debbie Smail and Newton 
graduate and current Parks 

and Museum Education major at Hocking College, Kimberly 
Laughman, daughter of Gene and Amy Laughman both were 
in attendance, seen here with Supervisor Jeff Shoup. 

Miami SWCD Supervisor Elections were 
also conducted at this All Ag meeting and 
was concluded September 16th.  We 
wish to congratulate Jeff Shoup for his re-
election to the board and welcome Brian 
Francis as fi rst-term Supervisor.    

We’d like to thank Miami County Farm Bureau, OSU 
Extension Miami County, Miami County Ag Society 
and NRCS for joining us in this endeavor and we thank 
everyone who could join us! 

Miami SWCD Milkweed Collection
Through October 30th

The Changing Look of Education

As Information/Public Relation Specialist, also known as 
Educator, at the Miami SWCD, a good part of my role has 
been decidedly altered during this strange year.  In an 
average year, I would present natural resources education 
to upwards of 3500 to 4500 students through school visits, 
public events or large county programs.

That, of course, did not occur this year.

In conversation with my fellow SWCD educators, we’ve all 
been trying to learn new online programs, mindfully attempting 
ways to educate, inform and present in new ways that will 
assist the educator in the classroom or at their home.  For 
my part, I have visited several locations that have undergone 
transformations that allowed me to present safely and I hope 
effectively and I’ve recorded reading several books and 
posted them on our Facebook page and have listened in 
on how others have entered the You Tube world of online 
presentations.  My own education, it would seem, is ongoing 
as well. 

What I would most like to express is 
that our offi ce, in addition to our mission 
of providing quality conservation 
assistance to the people we serve, is 
still dedicated to assisting the educator 
in any way we can as well.  What that 
may look like may take a collaboration 
that we have not had yet, but please 
know that I look forward to working with you in any way 
possible, whether that’s now technical or even virtual, it would 
be my privilege.   If you would like to have that collaboration 
or even just a conversation, please don’t hesitate to call Linda 
Raterman at this offi ce at 937/335-7645 or contact me at 
lraterman@miamiswcd.org. Stay well. 

We’re Optimists at Heart
Well, here we are.  2020 is very near to being past tense 
and if we were to look back over the year, we might ask 
ourselves; what happened?   No, really.  What actually took 
place? What was not cancelled or rescheduled?  WHAT DID 
WE GET TO DO?  

Since March, the Miami SWCD DID cancel the following:
• Norton Stormwater Seminar
• Area IV Envirothon and Practice Envirothon
• Tri County Pond Clinic
• Stillwater Education Float and Stillwater River Clean Up
• Multi County Educators Workshop
• Miami SWCD Tire Recycling Day
• Miami County Fair Display and the list could go on for 

some time.
What we were ABLE TO do:
• Spring Fish Fingerling Sale -7828 fi sh sold, 17 customers
• Annual Tree Seedling and Perennial Sale- 7,575 trees, 

183 perennials
• Annual All Ag Meeting and Banquet -55 guests

And we were able to accomplish the following over the 
course of this last year in TECHNICAL SUPPORT:
• ODA-LAEPP (Farmland Preservation) application assistance.  

2020—6 Applications submitted, 2 accepted.  Miami SWCD 
has been a Local Sponsor since 2016. As of August 2020, 
13 applications are enrolled.  Seven applications are fully 
completed amounting to 981.504 protected acres with two 
applications pending = 300 acres. 

• Group Drainage Projects—(3) Designed Drainage Tile - 
16,959 feet 

• Grassed Waterways In Progress— (22)  17,285 lineal 
feet 

• Stormwater (SW) Management Maintenance for 
Bethel, Concord & Monroe Twps.  Reviewed SW 
Subdivisions—132.315 acres

• Urban Drainage Site Reviews-196.5 acres
• Ag Pollution Abatement Complaints – 4
• Wetlands-5.0 acres  
• Pond Visits-12

OUTREACH EDUCATION
• Students —1080 
• Adults — 3600

What WE’RE HOPEFUL ABOUT in 2021
We’ve been getting a lot of 
questions about this event 
and we’ve scheduled the 
2021 event for MAY 12.  
As in past efforts, we’ll 
have a registration window where you can let us know how 
many tires you’ll have, their size, payment and time you’ll be 
coming on the day of the event. 
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