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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternate 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202/720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources 
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.

SEP 2 Home Grown Tomato Fest 12 pm - 4 pm 
Canal Lock Park, Tipp City 937-667-0883 
www.downtowntippcity.org
SEP 8-29 Piqua Fine Art Exhibition and Sale
10:30AM-5PM 405 N. Main Street Piqua, Ohio
937-773-9630 www.PiquaArtsCouncil.org
SEP 9 Monarch Celebration @ Brukner Nature 
Center 1PM-4PM 5995 Horseshoe Bend Rd., Troy
937-698-6493, www.BruknerNatureCenter.com
SEP 10 Winans to Winan’s Half Marathon
Miami County’s fi rst point-to-point half marathon.
Start: 8AM Miami County Courthouse, 201 W. 
Water St., Troy Finish: Winans Hometown Store, 
310 Spring St., Piqua
SEP 12 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors 
Meeting 8AM District Offi ce. Public Welcome
SEP 15-17 WACO Celebration & Fly-In
8AM-5PM  1865 S. County Rd. 25A Troy, Ohio
937-335-9226, www.wacoairmuseum.org
SEP 16 The Tour De Donut Ohio
All Day DT Troy www.thetourdedonut.com
SEP 22-24 Tipp City Mum Festival
All Day 3rd Street Tipp City
www.TippCityMumFestival.org
SEP 23 Rhythm & Roots Festival
11AM-7PM  301 W. Main St., Troy OH 45373
937-339-0457, www.TroyHayner.org
SEP 29 Miami County Cattlemans Lunch on the 
Lawn 11AM-1PM Miami Co Courthouse Grounds
OCT 7 Celebrate Fall at the Johnston Farm
12PM-5PM  9845 N. Hardin Rd. Piqua, Ohio
937-773-2522  www.JohnstonFarmOhio.com
OCT 10 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors 
Meeting 8AM District Offi ce. Public Welcome
OCT 10-14 Bradford Pumpkin Show
4PM -10PM  www.BradfordPumpkinShow.org
OCT 13 Downtown Piqua Chocolate Walk
5:30PM-8PM 326 N. Main St, Piqua
(937) 773-9355 www.MainStreetPiqua.com
OCT 14-15 Fall Farm Fest All Day  
2385 Ohio 41, Troy, OH 45373
(937) 335-6273 www.MiamiCountyParks.com

Upcoming Events COOPERATORS OF THE YEAR
Lee and Jennifer Ruff

“End of the Road Farm”

 Lee and Jennifer Ruff were married in 2010.  
Just seven years and four children later, their 
21 acres at the very west edge of Fletcher has 
become an idyllic concoction of gardens, high 
tunnels, pasture, chickens, cattle, pigs, piles 
of reclaimed wood, brick and stone, gorgeous 
antique equipment, perfect little play areas, and 
an evolving home and outbuildings.
 The Ruff Family was chosen as Cooperators 
of the Year for their participation in practices and 
programs encouraged by this offi ce that include 
EQIP for a seasonal high tunnel and  irrigation 
management practices and CSP to help reduce 
invasive species, improve grazing utilization 
and improve cropland acres on their farm.

 The Ruff Family are true stewards of the land, dedicated to having as 
little impact on the land as possible. End of the Road Farm has achieved 
Certifi ed Naturally Grown status, relying on cover crops, a six-year crop 
rotation plan, companion plantings, intensive grazing, and old fashioned 
hand weeding and hoeing. They forego any synthetic pesticides, herbicides, 
chemical fertilizers, or GMOs, and grow the feed for their heritage breed 
livestock. They specialize in squeezing and cooking down the sorghum 
and grinding the spelt grown right on End of the Road Farm.  A more 
serene place may be hard to fi nd.
 You may have seen Lee and Jennifer if you’ve attended Piqua’s Farmers 
Market on Thursday evenings. We had to go to press before the Annual 
Meeting, but perhaps you were among the audience when we honored 
the Ruffs during our 13th Annual All Ag Meeting and Banquet on August 
24th. At the banquet, in addition to our thanks, they will have received a 
plaque and sign relaying their achievement as well as clothing relaying 
their accomplishment in embroidery.  
 Other aspects scheduled to take place at the banquet include hearing 
from Fred Yoder, Chair of North America Climate Smart Agriculture Alliance 
and member of President Trump’s Agriculture Advisory Committee and 
naming Amanda Bennett with OSU-Extension Miami County as Educator 
of the Year. 
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Y

NC. Since 1946 Drainage Solutions is Our Business

Systematic Drainage • Excavating • Waterways
Sewage Systems • Conservation Projects

DOUG SCHWIETERMAN

4240 St. Rt. 49
Arcanum, OH 45304

Office: 937-548-3965

Mobile: 419-953-5727
Email: doug@cys-inc.com

www.cys-inc.com

  \\ Rus Ely
      \\ Excavating, LLC
                                                   Covington, Ohio 45318

            Agricultural - Residential - Commercial
                            Excavation Services

   Phone: (937) 473-5446             Cell: (937) 603-0055

Gessaman’s Service LLC
Serving Miami County

 

 
           

Phone: 937-845-2122  Cell: 937-238-3992

Dumptruck Hauling
Driveways

Small Out Buildings

Dozer & Backhoe
Limestone

Pole Buildings 

LENA  AG  CENTER

7436 N. Bollinger Rd.
Conover, Oh 45317

937.368.3856 or 800.589.4112
937.368.3857 Fax 

Let’s Try This Again
Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River

Troy to Tipp/Tipp to Taylorsville
Friday, SEPTEMBER 15th

In July, Mother Nature showed just how 
‘take charge’ she can be and we felt our 
section had to ‘say uncle’ and postpone 
our event. But we felt it was important 
to try again on Friday, SEPTEMBER 
15th. We again relay the invitation 
to participate in this really awesome 

event. If you’d like to GET WET, GET DIRTY and GET 
INVOLVED, please register today by calling 335-7645. 

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT FSA…
2017 Acreage Reporting Dates 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, 
all producers are encouraged to visit the Miami County 
FSA offi ce to fi le an accurate crop certifi cation report by 
the applicable deadline. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for 
Miami County: 
  • Nov. 15, 2017 --- Report Perennial Forage Crops. 
  • Dec. 15, 2017 --- Fall Barley, Fall Wheat, and all other         
              Fall-Seeded Small Grains. 
The following exceptions apply to the above acreage 
reporting dates: 
1. If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage 
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 
2. If a producer acquires additional acreage after the 
above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase 
or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must 
be provided to the county offi ce. 
For questions regarding crop certifi cation, please contact 
the Miami County FSA offi ce at 937-552-4841. 

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT 
MIAMI COUNTY FARM BUREAU.
Enjoy the movie & EVERYTHING ELSE 
at the Miami County Park District Farm 

Festival!
 October 14-15

 Lostcreek Reserve & Knoop 
Agricultural Center

2385 E. State Route 41, Troy, Ohio 45373

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT 
OSU EXTENSION-MIAMI COUNTY

*FERTILIZER CERTIFICATION
Thursday, September 7, 6PM-9PM 
Elizabeth Township Community Center, 5760 Walnut 
Grove-Clark Road, Troy 
*COYOTES 
Tuesday, October 17, 6:30PM-8:30PM ($5/person) 
OSU-Ext. Meeting Room, Troy
Dr. Stan Gehrt, OSU-Ext. Wildlife Specialist and 
Coyote Expert, will share information on coyote 
behavior, community level strategies for urban and rural 
management, how to minimize confl ict and answer 
questions.
*For information or how to register for one or both of these 
opportunities, contact Amanda Bennett at 440-3945 or 
bennett.709@osu.edu.

Stormwater Management
Working to reduce runoff and improve 
water quality by implementing stormwater 
management may not seem like an 
interesting topic, but it may be everyone’s 
concern when rainwater or melted snow 
runs off streets, lawns and other sites to the 
point where it impacts your everyday habits. 

However, when stormwater is absorbed into 
soil, it is fi ltered and ultimately replenishes 
aquifers or fl ows into streams and rivers.

Fall Clean Water Tips
1. Have a storm drain near your home? Act 
as its guardian angel and do your part to 
keep it free of litter and leaves.
2. Sweep up grass clippings and fertilizer 
from driveways, sidewalks and streets, and 
rake, mulch or compost yard waste.
Don’t forget to sweep along the curb. 
Remove leaves from your gutters, ditches 
and driveways, sidewalks and streets.
3. Fall is the best season to fertilize your 
lawn and control common weeds. Weed 
and feed responsibly. Use fertilizers
and pesticides only as needed and always 
read and follow product instructions 
carefully. Be phosphorus conscious!
Call Miami SWCD for any questions
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