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COOPERATORS OF THE YEAR

Lee and Jennifer Ruff
“End of the Road Farm”

Lee and Jennifer Ruff were married in 2010.
Just seven years and four children later, their
21 acres at the very west edge of Fletcher has
become an idyllic concoction of gardens, high
tunnels, pasture, chickens, cattle, pigs, piles
of reclaimed wood, brick and stone, gorgeous
antique equipment, perfect little play areas, and
an evolving home and outbuildings.

The Ruff Family was chosen as Cooperators
of the Year for their participation in practices and
programs encouraged by this office that include
EQIP for a seasonal high tunnel and irrigation
management practices and CSP to help reduce
invasive species, improve grazing utilization
and improve cropland acres on their farm.

The Ruff Family are true stewards of the land, dedicated to having as
little impact on the land as possible. End of the Road Farm has achieved
Certified Naturally Grown status, relying on cover crops, a six-year crop
rotation plan, companion plantings, intensive grazing, and old fashioned
hand weeding and hoeing. They forego any synthetic pesticides, herbicides,
chemical fertilizers, or GMOs, and grow the feed for their heritage breed
livestock. They specialize in squeezing and cooking down the sorghum
and grinding the spelt grown right on End of the Road Farm. A more
serene place may be hard to find.

You may have seen Lee and Jennifer if you’ve attended Piqua’s Farmers
Market on Thursday evenings. We had to go to press before the Annual
Meeting, but perhaps you were among the audience when we honored
the Ruffs during our 13th Annual All Ag Meeting and Banquet on August
24th. At the banquet, in addition to our thanks, they will have received a
plaque and sign relaying their achievement as well as clothing relaying
their accomplishment in embroidery.

Other aspects scheduled to take place at the banquet include hearing
from Fred Yoder, Chair of North America Climate Smart Agriculture Alliance
and member of President Trump’s Agriculture Advisory Committee and
naming Amanda Bennett with OSU-Extension Miami County as Educator
of the Year.

Upecoming Evegnts

SEP 2 Home Grown Tomato Fest 12 pm - 4 pm
Canal Lock Park, Tipp City 937-667-0883
www.downtowntippcity.org

SEP 8-29 Piqua Fine Art Exhibition and Sale
10:30AM-5PM 405 N. Main Street Piqua, Ohio
937-773-9630 www.PiquaArtsCouncil.org

SEP 9 Monarch Celebration @ Brukner Nature
Center 1PM-4PM 5995 Horseshoe Bend Rd., Troy
937-698-6493, www.BruknerNatureCenter.com
SEP 10 Winans to Winan’s Half Marathon
Miami County’s first point-to-point half marathon.
Start: 8AM Miami County Courthouse, 201 W.
Water St., Troy Finish: Winans Hometown Store,
310 Spring St., Piqua

SEP 12 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors
Meeting 8AM District Office. Public Welcome
SEP 15-17 WACO Celebration & Fly-In
8AM-5PM 1865 S. County Rd. 25A Troy, Ohio
937-335-9226, www.wacoairmuseum.org

SEP 16 The Tour De Donut Ohio

All Day DT Troy www.thetourdedonut.com

SEP 22-24 Tipp City Mum Festival

All Day 3rd Street Tipp City

www. TippCityMumFestival.org

SEP 23 Rhythm & Roots Festival

11AM-7PM 301 W. Main St., Troy OH 45373
937-339-0457, www.TroyHayner.org

SEP 29 Miami County Cattlemans Lunch on the
Lawn 11AM-1PM Miami Co Courthouse Grounds
OCT 7 Celebrate Fall at the Johnston Farm
12PM-5PM 9845 N. Hardin Rd. Piqua, Ohio
937-773-2522 www.JohnstonFarmOhio.com
OCT 10 Miami SWCD Board of Supervisors
Meeting 8AM District Office. Public Welcome
OCT 10-14 Bradford Pumpkin Show

4PM -10PM www.BradfordPumpkinShow.org
OCT 13 Downtown Piqua Chocolate Walk
5:30PM-8PM 326 N. Main St, Piqua

(937) 773-9355 www.MainStreetPiqua.com

OCT 14-15 Fall Farm Fest All Day
2385 Ohio 41, Troy, OH 45373
(937) 335-6273 www.MiamiCountyParks.com
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Newsletter Dror oFF YOUR PoDs AT Miami SWCD 1330 N CR 25A Trov

WE APPRECIATE YOUR EFFORTS AND WE ASK THAT You

Let,s Try Thls Again WAIT UNTIL THEY TURN YELLOWISH [oad
Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River BROWN & THEN START CHECKING
Troy to Tipp/Tipp to Taylorsville sy 'i::f
Friday, SEPTEMBER 15th MILKY BROWN) THEN THE POD IS
READY FOR HARVESTING.
i In July, Mother Nature showed just how

,‘”‘mm‘ ‘take charge’ she can be and we felt our

SWEE? section had to ‘say uncle’ and postpone

our event. But we felt it was important

to try again on Friday, SEPTEMBER

~ wmsin  15th. We again relay the invitation

to participate in this really awesome

event. If you'd like to GET WET, GET DIRTY and GET
INVOLVED, please register today by calling 335-7645.

QuEsTIoNs? CALL
Linpa @ 335-7645

\\ RllS Ely * Agronomic & Envirgnmenial ( )

\\ Excava ting, LL C . ' Mmmgcg'ﬁ:; CCE :J.H.Nl.’!i” 1
Covington, Ohio 45318

MENKE CONSULTING, INC. OTTE AG, LLC
6070 Routzong Roud 7368 Indian Trail Road

. - - 3 Greenville, OH 45331 Maria Stein, O11 45860
Agricultural - Residential - Commercial 03T} ATz Siirecyice

ExcaVatlon SeerceS Lomig menkeconsulling et keving otte-agl.com
Soil Sampling (Site Specific) - Crap & Soil Fertility Consulting
Manure & Nutrient Management - Regulatory Compliance

PhOIle: (937) 473-5446 Cell: (937) 603-0055 Soil, Plant, Water, Feed, Manure Analysis

High Calcium Lime 34%
Synthetic Gypsum
Products & Service LLC 24% Ca 18% S
NC.  Siu 1946 Duainage Solutious is Ou Business

www.cys-inc.com

Spreading Service sin
22 g 28 DouG SCHWIETERMAN Office: 937-548-3965
4240 St. Rt. 49 Mobile: 419-953-5727
Arcanum, OH 45304 Email: doug@cys-inc.com

Systematic Duninage « Excavating - Wateuvays
Sewage Systents - Consewation Puojects

’ H ponds * fence rows ¢ building pads ¢ waterways
Gessaman s Seerce LLC animal waste pits * track hoe work * ditch work

Serving Miami County

Forest Pence

. 4443 stoker road
Dozer & Backhoe Dumptruck Hauling houston, ohio 45333

Limestone Driveways o 937.295.2750
Pole Buildings Small Out Buildings

Phone: 937-845-2122 Cell: 937-238-3992

LENA AG CENTER

Harvest Land Yiel

More Bushels In Your Bin

YOUR Covington Ag Center YOUR 7436 N. Bollinger Rd.

CERTIFIED 550 E. Broadway, P.O. Box 65 CERTIFIED Conover, Oh 45317
Covington, OH 45318
CROP Tol: 9374752495 o 800.532-9102 CROP 937.368.3856 or 800.589.4112
ADVISORS Fax: 937-473-2210 ADVISORS 937.368.3857 Fax




FROM OUR FRIENDS AT FSA...

2017 Acreage Reporting Dates
Inordertocomply with FSAprogram eligibility requirements,
all producers are encouraged to visit the Miami County
FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by
the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for
Miami County:

* Nov. 15, 2017 --- Report Perennial Forage Crops.

« Dec. 15, 2017 --- Fall Barley, Fall Wheat, and all other

Fall-Seeded Small Grains.

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage
reporting dates:
1.1f the crop has not been planted by the above acreage
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.
2.If a producer acquires additional acreage after the
above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase
or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must
be provided to the county office.
For questions regarding crop certification, please contact
the Miami County FSA office at 937-552-4841.

Cooperator

Newsletter

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT

OSU EXTENSION-MIAMI COUNTY
*FERTILIZER CERTIFICATION
Thursday, September 7, 6PM-9PM
Elizabeth Township Community Center, 5760 Walnut
Grove-Clark Road, Troy
*COYOTES
Tuesday, October 17, 6:30PM-8:30PM ($5/person)
OSU-Ext. Meeting Room, Troy
Dr. Stan Gehrt, OSU-Ext. Wildlife Specialist and
Coyote Expert, will share information on coyote
behavior, community level strategies for urban and rural
management, how to minimize conflict and answer
questions.
*For information or how to register for one or both of these
opportunities, contact Amanda Bennett at 440-3945 or
bennett.709@osu.edu.

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT

MIAMI COUNTY FARM BUREAU.
Enjoy the movie & EVERYTHING ELSE

\ =017 Miamlil SWCD

FISH FINGERLING SALE !

at the Miami County Park District Farm
Festival!
October 14-15
Lostcreek Reserve & Knoop

|DISTRIBUTION DAY: 10/19/17|

Agricultural Center
2385 E. State Route 41, Troy, Ohio 45373

CRLALY

Orders w payment must be received by Fri. 10/13
Fish will be delivered to SWCD Parking Lot at 12:30 on THURS, 10/19

Stormwater Management
Working to reduce runoff and improve

If possible, please bring a container w/ fresh water from your pond

water quality by implementing stormwater
management may not seem like an

Order forms available @ District office or online @ www.miamiswcd.org

interesting topic, but it may be everyone’s

concern when rainwater or melted snow

runs off streets, lawns and other sites to the
point where it impacts your everyday habits.

However, when stormwater is absorbed into

soll, it is filtered and ultimately replenishes

aquifers or flows into streams and rivers.

Fall Clean Water Tips

1. Have a storm drain near your home? Act
as its guardian angel and do your part to

keep it free of litter and leaves.

2. Sweep up grass clippings and fertilizer
from driveways, sidewalks and streets, and

rake, mulch or compost yard waste.

Don’t forget to sweep along the curb.
Remove leaves from your gutters, ditches

and driveways, sidewalks and streets.

3. Fall is the best season to fertilize your
lawn and control common weeds. Weed

and feed responsibly. Use fertilizers

and pesticides only as needed and always
read and follow product instructions

Checks madetoe MIAMI SWCD. Send check 8order to: 1330 N. COUNTY ROAD 254, TROY OH 45373
NANME ADDRESS
cY, ST__1IP E-MAIL
Would you like The Cooperator sent to youremai address? Y or N .Er Daytime or Cell Phone
We wll do ourbestforemindyou afew days cheadof ime of pikap dale!l  \&2% R EF e U TRED =
Number to a Pack/Species/Size Price | # Packs Total
25 Bluegill (2-3 inches) $20
25 Yellow Perch (2-3 Inches $20
25 Channel Catfish (4-5 Inches) $22
25 Hybrid Blue Gill (2-3 inches) $22
25 Large Mouth Bass [2-3 Inches) $22
25 Black Crappie (2-4 inches) $22
25 Red Ear Shellcracker [2-4 Inches) $22
25 Minnows (3-5 Inches) $2.50
1 Koi (6-8in.) $12
1 White Amur [Grass Carp] (8-14 Inches) $13
Questions? Contact Linda @ 335-7645

carefully. Be phosphorus conscious!

or LRaterman@miamiswcd.org

Call Miami SWCD for any questions
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SEPTEMBER
19, 20, 21, 2017

Tuesday and Wednesday
8:00 am to 5:00 pm and

GCLURSTS T 1) sday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Review

TICKETS AVAILABLE
AT THE MIAMI SWCD OFFICE.
CALL 335-7645 FOR MORE INFO.
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